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Holiday ContestHoliday Contest
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Villains to HeroesVillains to Heroes
P.3P.3

Winter RetreatWinter Retreat
P.4P.4

h o m e - m a d e  h o l i d a y  r e c i p e sh o m e - m a d e  h o l i d a y  r e c i p e s

“We go to my Aunt Gina’s house in Staten Island and see all of 
my great aunts and cousins. We have been doing this every year 
since my mom and her sisteer were kids in our family. Since we are 
italian, we have the Feast of the 7 Fishes and we get 7 types of 
fishes such as clams oreganata, clams casino, crab cakes, baccala 
fish, and more. We have a giant kids table and a giant adult table 
and my family likes to joke around about what fish they eat in 
order to make a perfect 7, all in one meal” 

- Madison Jackson ‘26

We play board games and watch Christmas 
movies after we decorate the tree together 
and hang the Christmas lights in the house. 
We order Chinese (it’s ususally the Satur-
day after Thanksgiving) and then have a big 
breakfast on Sunday because everyone slept 
home Saturday” 

- Ms. Allan

“We set up the house as if Santa and his rein-
deer had come.  As one of the older kids now, 
Christmas Eve dinner, and reuiniting with 
friends and family are my favorite traditions.” 

- Sophia Llaguno ‘24“

F a c u l t y  an d  s t u d e n t  w i n t e r  t r a d i t i o n sF a c u l t y  an d  s t u d e n t  w i n t e r  t r a d i t i o n s

Ingredients:
- 1 (15) oz can of 
pumpkin puree (not 
with spices)
- 5 cups of flour
- 1 oz of whiskey
- 4 tsps of active dry 
yeast
- 3/4 cup of orange 
juice
- 1/2 cup of sugar
- 3 tsps of grated or-
ange zest
- 3 eggs
- 1 tsp of salt
- oil for frying (veg-
etable or canola)

Directions:
- Dissolve the yeast in 
the orange juice & mix 
with the pumpkin in a 
bowl
-Add the eggs, whis-
key, sugar, salt & or-
ange zest & mix well 
with the mixer

- add the flour & 
knead until a soft 
dough forms 
- cover with a plas-
tic wrap & let it sit 
in a warm place for 2 
hours
- spoon out a large 
tbsp of dough into 
the oil and fry until 
brown, turning over 
as they fry
- place onto paper 
towels to absorb ex-
cess oil & coat with 
sugar and cinnamon

Ms. Byrne’s Hot 
Buttered Cider:

 Ingredients:
 - 1 gallon apple cider
 - 1 stick of unsalted 
butter
 - 1 tsp of ground 
cloves
 - 1 tsp of salt
 - 2 tbsp of cinnamon 
sugar
 - 2 tbsp of brown sug-
ar
 - 3 cinnamon sticks

Directions:
 - heat apple cider in a 
large pot over medium 
heat with cinnamon 
sticks
 - once it is steaming, 
add butter in a little 
at a time and stir until 
melted in
 - add in cloves, salt, 
cinnamon sugar, and 
brown sugar until 
thoroughly blended

Anna Martins’ ‘24 filhós:Mrs. Karabin’s sweet 
potato pie: 

- preheat oven 450 
degrees

Ingredients:
- graham cracker 
crust pie shell
- 2 cups of mashed 
sweet potato (5-6 
potatoes)
- 1 stick of butter
- 1 tbsp of flour
- 1 tsp of vanilla
- 1/2 tsp of cinnamon
- 1/2 tsp of nutmeg
- 1/2 of an 8oz cream 
cheese

Directions:
-sugar (measure with 
your heart)
- mix well and pour 
in pie shell
- lower oven temper-
ture to 350 degrees 
and bake for 35-40 
minutes

Aquinas Star Mass Aquinas Star Mass 
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Wonka reviewWonka review
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Pages compiled by Misha Hercules and JolieZurita 

Filhos finished product.

(All images courtesy of google 

images)

Cover art courtesy of senior Sandra Abrantes
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Feast your eyes...On PIE!

How tHe GrincH stole our Hearts

Mr. Gioffre and Mr.  Turco have a f ierce debate 
over which pie  i s  the most delicious.
(All photos courtesy of STA Publications)

     As the f i rs t  half  of  the year 
came to a  c lose,  the perfect 
t ime came for  a  new hol iday 
t radi t ion:  the 2023 Pie  Mak-
ing Contest!  Each pie  was 
judged on presentat ion,  or igi-
nal i ty,  texture ,  and f lavor, 
and any s tudent  was welcome 
to share  their  own pie  and 
recipe!  They al l  competed for 
the grand pr ize  of  a  f i f ty  dol-
lar  Amazon gif t  card.  A total 
of  nine pies  were created. 
     The f i rs t  pie ,  made by 
Barbara Quiroz ‘26,  was a 
“Kentucky Derby Pie ,”  a 
recipe that  favored chocolate 
and walnuts ,  brought  togeth-
er  in  a  pie  crust .  The judges 
praised this  pie  for  i ts  f lavor 
and or iginal i ty,  a long with i ts 
c lever  name.
     Next ,  a  chocolate  cream 
pie  made by Just in  Moscari-
tolo '24,  was a  combinat ion 
of  ground chocolate  powder 
and cream f i l l ing.  The judges 
mentioned they enjoyed the 
chocolate  f lavor  combined 
with the texture  of  the pie  i t -
self . 
     The next  pie  was a  t ra-
di t ional  apple ,  made by Ca-

dence Wertz  ‘26.  A t rue clas-
s ic  which included a  beaut i ful 
la t t ice  crust ,  which received 
high praise  f rom the judges 
based on i ts  looks.  
     After  that ,  Sean Lacko ‘24 
contr ibuted with his  Blueber-
ry  Peach Pie .  This  pie  used 
the  complimenting f lavors  of 
the berry and frui t  which the 
judges found to  be a  c lever 
combinat ion.  One judge com-
mented,  “As someone who 
doesn ' t  real ly  l ike peaches or 
blueberr ies ,  that  was pret ty 
good.” 
     The next  was another  pie 
with a  f rui t  combinat ion, 
made by Is ioma Odum ‘27: 
a pear  and apple  pie ,  which 
was praised for  i ts  f lavor  and 
or iginal i ty,  ut i l iz ing an array 
of  f rui ts  to  del iver  a  sol id  f i -
nal  tas te .
     A key l ime pie ,  made by 
Oliva Alicante   ‘24 was  an-
other  cream f i l led pie ,  but 
with the twist  of  the sweet-
ening f lavor  of  l imes,  and a 
spr inkled crust  around the 
edges,  making this  pie  a  sol id 
contender  by maintaining f la-
vor  and presentat ion and was 
praised as  such by the judges. 

From humbug to humble
W h e n 
asked to 
give an 
e x a m -
ple  of  a 
c h a r a c -
ter  who 
w e n t 
f rom bad 
to  good, 
there  is 

one universal  answer.  One 
character  who is  the epi to-
me of  redemption,  and i t ’s 
Ebenezer  Scrooge from “A 
Chris tmas Carol .” 
     Scrooge was a  money-ob-
sessed man who had no care 
for  his  employees or  anyone 
around him.  He wouldn’t  le t 
his  poor  c lerk Bob Cratchi t 
go home ear ly  on Chris tmas 
Eve,  much less  pay him a de-
cent  wage.  Each ghost  that 
vis i ts  Scrooge does work to 
convince him to see the error 
of  his  ways as  the book pro-
gresses .  The Ghost  of  Chris t-
mas Past  reminds him of  the 
goodness  he used to  have and 
that  his  f iancée lef t  him due 
to  his  pr ior i t izat ion of  money. 

The Ghost  of  Chris tmas Pres-
ent  appears  next ,  showing 
him how the Chris tmas spir i t 
prevai ls  even through pover-
ty.The f inal  ghost ,  the  Ghost 
of  Chris tmas Future ,  shows 
Scrooge the death of  his 
c lerk’s  s ickly son and his  own 
grave.  The death of  Tiny Tim 
changes his  view of  the poor 
as  the expendable  populat ion 
and makes him aware of  his 
social  responsibi l i ty  to  help 
them. The s ight  of  Scrooge’s 
grave forces  him to grapple 
with the fact  that  i f  he does 
not  change his  ways,  no one 
wil l  miss  him when he dies . 
After  seeing al l  of  these vi-
s ions,  Scrooge begs the ghost 
for  mercy,  swearing that  he 
wil l  make a  change.  Which he 
does!
     While  the Grinch is  a 
notable  Chris tmas charac-
ter,  his  development  is  not 
that  impressive.  In  the or igi-
nal  book,  the Grinch hates 
Chris tmas solely because his 
hear t  is  three s izes  too small . 
The l ive-act ion f i lm adapta-
t ion with J im Carey provides 

more context ,  showing that 
The Whos rejected him due 
to  his  looks.  This  makes his 
hatred of  The Whos and their 
t radi t ions more just i f iable , 
but  he was s imply a  hater  in 
the or iginal  book. 
   The Grinch s topped being 
that  way because he saw the 
spir i t  of  Chris tmas prevai l 
despi te  his  s teal ing al l  of  i ts 
physical  components ,  while 
Scrooge’s  reason for  change 
is  far  more complex and 
meaningful . 
   Scrooge s tar ts  as  a  much 
worse person than the Grinch 
and thus has  a  more drast ic 
change. 
And this  only af ter  he fac-
es  his  real i ty  and the t ragic 
consequences of  his  act ions, 
while  the Grinch just  s topped 
being a  hater  because The 
Whos s tar ted s inging. 
Plus,  he can’t  top “bah hum-
bug” as  a  catchphrase. 
     Overal l ,  Scrooge is  a  more 
complex character  who had 
bet ter  character  development , 
making him the superior 
Chris tmas vi l la in  redeemed. 

     While  Charles  Dickens is 
an incredibly famous and ac-
complished author,  compared 
to  the l ikes  of  the equal ly 
accomplished Dr.  Seuss , 
Dickens lacks the charm and 
rhyme Seuss  provides  in  ev-
ery novel .   Their  individual 
stor ies  “A Chris tmas Carol” 
and “How the Grinch Stole 
Chris tmas” Are comparable 
in  regards  to  their  protago-
nis ts ,  Ebenezer  Scrooge and 
The Grinch.   However,  there 
is  a  vast  difference between 
the two;  one depicts  a  miser ly 
r ich old man,  upset  with the 
l i fe  he created,  and the other, 
a  ta le  depict ing social  con-
structs  and overcoming the 
setbacks l i fe  throws at  them.  
     In  “A Chris tmas Carol ,” 
Dickens depicts  the character 
of  Scrooge,  a  man whose l i fe 
was brought  to  seclusion af ter 
he experienced hardships  that 
led him to become a hermit . 
However,  this  man was self-
made,  everyone around him 
offer ing nothing but  support 
and kind words towards him.  
I t  i s  c lear  f rom what  we see of 

Scrooge that  his  l i fe  of  isola-
t ion was self- inf l ic ted,  while 
on the other  hand,  The Grinch 
was segregated and cast  away 
from society s ince bir th ,  per 
the l ive-act ion f i lm starr ing 
J im Carrey.  While  this  ren-
di t ion of  the s tory is  an ex-
tension of  the or iginal  book, 
the moral  is  s t i l l  the  same; 
the  Grinch’s  hear t  grew three 
sizes ,  even af ter  the extreme 
prejudice he faced his  ent i re 
l i fe ,  while  Scrooge “embraced 
the  Chris tmas spir i t”  only af-
ter  witnessing his  own death 
and t ragic  l i fe .  To say that 
Scrooge is  a  weaker  charac-
ter  than the Grinch would be 
unfair,  however,  the ci rcum-
stances of  the argument  yield 
such a  s t rong s ta tement .  When 
the  Grinch s tole  Chris tmas 
f rom the Whos in  Whovil le , 
he real ized the error  of  his 
ways,  despi te  having a  reason 
to  despise  Chris tmas and ev-
eryone around him.   Scrooge 
was unwil l ing to  amend his 
views for  the ent i re ty  of 
the s tory,  up unt i l  the  third 
and f inal  ghost  vis i ted him.  

Only on 
C h r i s t -
m a s 
m o r n -
ing did 
S c r o o g e 
d e c i d e 
he was 
going to 
c h a n g e 
his  out look on his  l i fe  and the 
spir i t  of  the hol iday,  his  turn-
around rather  ant ic l imact ic 
and predictable .  While  on the 
other  hand,  the Grinch unex-
pectedly changes himself  for 
the l ikes  of  Cindy Lou Who, 
as  wel l  as  for  the purpose of 
self-growth,  which was not 
warranted per  the icredibly 
t raumatic  l i fe  he led. 
     To wrap the gif t  of  the 
only accurate  argument ,  The 
Grinch went  fur ther  in  self-
discovery and character  de-
velopment  than Scrooge.  
“How the Grinch s tole  Chris t-
mas” is  a  hear twarming ta le 
of  newfound love and joy, 
while  “A Chris tmas Carol”  is 
a drawn out  s tory of  regrets 
with a  dissat isfying end.

     After  this ,  a  c lass ic  blue-
berry pie  made by Esai  Pa-
gan ‘27 was presented to  the 
judges.   This  pie  pays homage 
to  a  c lass ic  pie ,  the judges en-
joyed this  pie  thoroughly. 
     The second to  las t  pie  was 
an apple  crumble,  joint ly  cre-
ated by seniors  Sandra Abran-
tes ,  Victor ia  Aldridge,  Cai th-
lyn Cabal lero,  and Marissa 
Nieves.  This  pie  took the base 
idea of  an apple  pie ,  but  used 
cinnamon crumb on the top 
to  create  a  f lavor  packed 
t reat  that  the judges praised 
for  i ts  s tyl ing and presenta-
t ion.   This  same group sub-

mitted the f inal  pie:  a  unique 
s’mores  creat ion.  The pie 
took the already perfect  con-
cept  of  a  mel t ing chocolatey 
s’more to  produce a  pie  s imi-
lar  in  consis tency and f lavor. 
I t  gained much applause for 
i ts  or iginal i ty  and presenta-
t ion,  making use of  a  marsh-
mallow covered edge f i l led 
with chocolate  and graham 
crackers  in  the center  to  top 
the pie . 
     This  unique and clever 
idea ul t imately won the gir ls 
the grand pr ize .  The s tudents 
judges,  look forward to  this  
contest  cont inuing next  year. 

Students decorate 
Christmas trees  to 
adorn the lobby

By:  Sahaana Singhal

    Each class  was tasked with 
decorat ing two t rees  to  show 
their  spir i t  and to  la ter  donate 
to  famil ies  in  need. 
     Displayed in  the lobby, 
these eight  t rees  are  a l l 
unique in  their  own way and 

ref lect  the different  s tyles  of 
Chris tmas,  f rom the t imeless 
c lass ics  to  modern and whim-
sical  decorat ions.
     The freshmen chose two 
t imeless  themes,  the “Candy” 
t ree  and the “Whovil le”  t ree . 
The f i rs t  t ree  was decorated 
with al l  sor ts  of  candy,  most-
ly  candy canes,  and the sec-
ond t ree  was decorated with 
a lot  of  quintessent ia l  themes 
from the Grinch,  t ied together 
with two arms s t icking out 
the  s ides  and a  Grinch face to 
top i t  off . 
     The sophomores had a 
unique spin on their  f i rs t  t ree , 
the “Facul- t ree ,”  decorat ing 
i t  wi th  pictures  of  the facul ty 
and an Aquinas vars i ty  le t-
ter.  Their  other  t ree  was in  a 
s imilar  vein to  the freshmen’s 
t ree:  a  “Grinch” t ree ,  with 
green baubles  and Grinch 
themed lanyards al l  around. 
     The juniors  decorated their 
t rees  in  two s imilar  Chris t -

mas themes,  a  c lass ical  and 
blue Chris tmas theme.  The 
f i rs t  t ree  was adorned with 
l ight  gold baubles  with red 
interspersed,  gold and s i lver 
t insel ,  topped with an elegant 
white  snowflake.  The blue 
t ree  was embel l ished with 
blue and s i lver  t insel ,  b lue 
and white  baubles ,  and yet 
another  e legant  s i lver  snow-
flake topper. 
     Final ly,  the seniors  came 
up with clever  wordplay to 
descr ibe their  t rees ,  naming 
them “‘24 Karat  Magic” and 
the “Money” t ree ,  respec-
t ively.  Their  f i rs t  t ree  was 
representat ive of  their  gradu-
at ion to  come in 2024,  and 
was decked out  in  thick and 
br ight  gold t insel ,  and faux 
gold leaves with a  gl i t tery 
s tar  topper.  Their  second t ree , 
the Money Tree,  was decorat-
ed with gold beads,  gold and 
green baubles ,  and of  course, 
fake “money.”

C h r i s t m a s  t r e e  l o b b y  t a k e o v e r

By: Avery Boomer

There was a con-
test held for 
the cover art of 
the second issue 
and there were 
two selections 
that were neck in 
neck. Congratu-
lations to senior 
Maddie Rogala 
for this wonder-
ful submission!



Special Instructions Special Instructions

HJ
Template

HJ
Template

Odd
Page

8
3

WICS551101L
©2010 Herff Jones, Inc.,

All Rights Reserved

Job # School

Even
Page

8
2

Job # School

Black Ink Includes Spot Color(s) Process 4-Color (CMYK)

WICS551101R
©2010 Herff Jones, Inc.,
All Rights Reserved

Black Ink Includes Spot Color(s) Process 4-Color (CMYK)

Bishop George Ahr High School4977Bishop George Ahr High School4977

xx

Phone: (732)-549-1108

Email: abyrne@stahs.net
Web: www.stahs.net/satoma.jsp

2 The Satoma Newsmagazine • Wednesday • December 20 • 2023 Holiday contests 3Point-CounterpointThe Satoma Newsmagazine • Wednesday • December 20 • 2023

PRESIDENT: Father Keith Cervine

PRINCIPAL: Harry Ziegler

ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL: Mark Fiore

VICE PRINCIPAL: Robert Turco

Editor-In-Chief
Maria Gianotto

Executive Staff
Sandra Abrantes

Madison Brew
Misha Hercules

Liam Lugay
Grace Mandy
Anna Martins
Emily Newele

Madison Pacciano
Jolie Zurita

Staff Writers
Sandra Abrantes
Elizabeth Bera

Avery Bomer
Nicole Casas

Sophia Colucci
Isabella DePasquale
Angeleena Figueroa

Catherine Frost
Suditi Gocher

Tara Gupta
Olivia Locandro

Grace Mandy
Anna Martins

Savannah McGuire
William Owens
Sidney Reiman

Sahaana Singhal
Ashley Wall
Amelia Yuen

Adviser
Amy Kate Byrne

Vol. 53 , No. 2
The Satoma Newsmagazine is 
a student publication which 
is the forum of expression 
for the student body at St. 

Thomas Aquinas High School, 
One Tingley Lane, Edison, 

New Jersey 08820. Letters to 
the editor should be signed 
although names will be held 
upon request. The Satoma 

Newsmagazine is a member 
of the Quill and Scroll and the 

American Scholastic Press 
Association.

Feast your eyes...On PIE!

How tHe GrincH stole our Hearts

Mr. Gioffre and Mr.  Turco have a f ierce debate 
over which pie  i s  the most delicious.
(All photos courtesy of STA Publications)

     As the f i rs t  half  of  the year 
came to a  c lose,  the perfect 
t ime came for  a  new hol iday 
t radi t ion:  the 2023 Pie  Mak-
ing Contest!  Each pie  was 
judged on presentat ion,  or igi-
nal i ty,  texture ,  and f lavor, 
and any s tudent  was welcome 
to share  their  own pie  and 
recipe!  They al l  competed for 
the grand pr ize  of  a  f i f ty  dol-
lar  Amazon gif t  card.  A total 
of  nine pies  were created. 
     The f i rs t  pie ,  made by 
Barbara Quiroz ‘26,  was a 
“Kentucky Derby Pie ,”  a 
recipe that  favored chocolate 
and walnuts ,  brought  togeth-
er  in  a  pie  crust .  The judges 
praised this  pie  for  i ts  f lavor 
and or iginal i ty,  a long with i ts 
c lever  name.
     Next ,  a  chocolate  cream 
pie  made by Just in  Moscari-
tolo '24,  was a  combinat ion 
of  ground chocolate  powder 
and cream f i l l ing.  The judges 
mentioned they enjoyed the 
chocolate  f lavor  combined 
with the texture  of  the pie  i t -
self . 
     The next  pie  was a  t ra-
di t ional  apple ,  made by Ca-

dence Wertz  ‘26.  A t rue clas-
s ic  which included a  beaut i ful 
la t t ice  crust ,  which received 
high praise  f rom the judges 
based on i ts  looks.  
     After  that ,  Sean Lacko ‘24 
contr ibuted with his  Blueber-
ry  Peach Pie .  This  pie  used 
the  complimenting f lavors  of 
the berry and frui t  which the 
judges found to  be a  c lever 
combinat ion.  One judge com-
mented,  “As someone who 
doesn ' t  real ly  l ike peaches or 
blueberr ies ,  that  was pret ty 
good.” 
     The next  was another  pie 
with a  f rui t  combinat ion, 
made by Is ioma Odum ‘27: 
a pear  and apple  pie ,  which 
was praised for  i ts  f lavor  and 
or iginal i ty,  ut i l iz ing an array 
of  f rui ts  to  del iver  a  sol id  f i -
nal  tas te .
     A key l ime pie ,  made by 
Oliva Alicante   ‘24 was  an-
other  cream f i l led pie ,  but 
with the twist  of  the sweet-
ening f lavor  of  l imes,  and a 
spr inkled crust  around the 
edges,  making this  pie  a  sol id 
contender  by maintaining f la-
vor  and presentat ion and was 
praised as  such by the judges. 

From humbug to humble
W h e n 
asked to 
give an 
e x a m -
ple  of  a 
c h a r a c -
ter  who 
w e n t 
f rom bad 
to  good, 
there  is 

one universal  answer.  One 
character  who is  the epi to-
me of  redemption,  and i t ’s 
Ebenezer  Scrooge from “A 
Chris tmas Carol .” 
     Scrooge was a  money-ob-
sessed man who had no care 
for  his  employees or  anyone 
around him.  He wouldn’t  le t 
his  poor  c lerk Bob Cratchi t 
go home ear ly  on Chris tmas 
Eve,  much less  pay him a de-
cent  wage.  Each ghost  that 
vis i ts  Scrooge does work to 
convince him to see the error 
of  his  ways as  the book pro-
gresses .  The Ghost  of  Chris t-
mas Past  reminds him of  the 
goodness  he used to  have and 
that  his  f iancée lef t  him due 
to  his  pr ior i t izat ion of  money. 

The Ghost  of  Chris tmas Pres-
ent  appears  next ,  showing 
him how the Chris tmas spir i t 
prevai ls  even through pover-
ty.The f inal  ghost ,  the  Ghost 
of  Chris tmas Future ,  shows 
Scrooge the death of  his 
c lerk’s  s ickly son and his  own 
grave.  The death of  Tiny Tim 
changes his  view of  the poor 
as  the expendable  populat ion 
and makes him aware of  his 
social  responsibi l i ty  to  help 
them. The s ight  of  Scrooge’s 
grave forces  him to grapple 
with the fact  that  i f  he does 
not  change his  ways,  no one 
wil l  miss  him when he dies . 
After  seeing al l  of  these vi-
s ions,  Scrooge begs the ghost 
for  mercy,  swearing that  he 
wil l  make a  change.  Which he 
does!
     While  the Grinch is  a 
notable  Chris tmas charac-
ter,  his  development  is  not 
that  impressive.  In  the or igi-
nal  book,  the Grinch hates 
Chris tmas solely because his 
hear t  is  three s izes  too small . 
The l ive-act ion f i lm adapta-
t ion with J im Carey provides 

more context ,  showing that 
The Whos rejected him due 
to  his  looks.  This  makes his 
hatred of  The Whos and their 
t radi t ions more just i f iable , 
but  he was s imply a  hater  in 
the or iginal  book. 
   The Grinch s topped being 
that  way because he saw the 
spir i t  of  Chris tmas prevai l 
despi te  his  s teal ing al l  of  i ts 
physical  components ,  while 
Scrooge’s  reason for  change 
is  far  more complex and 
meaningful . 
   Scrooge s tar ts  as  a  much 
worse person than the Grinch 
and thus has  a  more drast ic 
change. 
And this  only af ter  he fac-
es  his  real i ty  and the t ragic 
consequences of  his  act ions, 
while  the Grinch just  s topped 
being a  hater  because The 
Whos s tar ted s inging. 
Plus,  he can’t  top “bah hum-
bug” as  a  catchphrase. 
     Overal l ,  Scrooge is  a  more 
complex character  who had 
bet ter  character  development , 
making him the superior 
Chris tmas vi l la in  redeemed. 

     While  Charles  Dickens is 
an incredibly famous and ac-
complished author,  compared 
to  the l ikes  of  the equal ly 
accomplished Dr.  Seuss , 
Dickens lacks the charm and 
rhyme Seuss  provides  in  ev-
ery novel .   Their  individual 
stor ies  “A Chris tmas Carol” 
and “How the Grinch Stole 
Chris tmas” Are comparable 
in  regards  to  their  protago-
nis ts ,  Ebenezer  Scrooge and 
The Grinch.   However,  there 
is  a  vast  difference between 
the two;  one depicts  a  miser ly 
r ich old man,  upset  with the 
l i fe  he created,  and the other, 
a  ta le  depict ing social  con-
structs  and overcoming the 
setbacks l i fe  throws at  them.  
     In  “A Chris tmas Carol ,” 
Dickens depicts  the character 
of  Scrooge,  a  man whose l i fe 
was brought  to  seclusion af ter 
he experienced hardships  that 
led him to become a hermit . 
However,  this  man was self-
made,  everyone around him 
offer ing nothing but  support 
and kind words towards him.  
I t  i s  c lear  f rom what  we see of 

Scrooge that  his  l i fe  of  isola-
t ion was self- inf l ic ted,  while 
on the other  hand,  The Grinch 
was segregated and cast  away 
from society s ince bir th ,  per 
the l ive-act ion f i lm starr ing 
J im Carrey.  While  this  ren-
di t ion of  the s tory is  an ex-
tension of  the or iginal  book, 
the moral  is  s t i l l  the  same; 
the  Grinch’s  hear t  grew three 
sizes ,  even af ter  the extreme 
prejudice he faced his  ent i re 
l i fe ,  while  Scrooge “embraced 
the  Chris tmas spir i t”  only af-
ter  witnessing his  own death 
and t ragic  l i fe .  To say that 
Scrooge is  a  weaker  charac-
ter  than the Grinch would be 
unfair,  however,  the ci rcum-
stances of  the argument  yield 
such a  s t rong s ta tement .  When 
the  Grinch s tole  Chris tmas 
f rom the Whos in  Whovil le , 
he real ized the error  of  his 
ways,  despi te  having a  reason 
to  despise  Chris tmas and ev-
eryone around him.   Scrooge 
was unwil l ing to  amend his 
views for  the ent i re ty  of 
the s tory,  up unt i l  the  third 
and f inal  ghost  vis i ted him.  

Only on 
C h r i s t -
m a s 
m o r n -
ing did 
S c r o o g e 
d e c i d e 
he was 
going to 
c h a n g e 
his  out look on his  l i fe  and the 
spir i t  of  the hol iday,  his  turn-
around rather  ant ic l imact ic 
and predictable .  While  on the 
other  hand,  the Grinch unex-
pectedly changes himself  for 
the l ikes  of  Cindy Lou Who, 
as  wel l  as  for  the purpose of 
self-growth,  which was not 
warranted per  the icredibly 
t raumatic  l i fe  he led. 
     To wrap the gif t  of  the 
only accurate  argument ,  The 
Grinch went  fur ther  in  self-
discovery and character  de-
velopment  than Scrooge.  
“How the Grinch s tole  Chris t-
mas” is  a  hear twarming ta le 
of  newfound love and joy, 
while  “A Chris tmas Carol”  is 
a drawn out  s tory of  regrets 
with a  dissat isfying end.

     After  this ,  a  c lass ic  blue-
berry pie  made by Esai  Pa-
gan ‘27 was presented to  the 
judges.   This  pie  pays homage 
to  a  c lass ic  pie ,  the judges en-
joyed this  pie  thoroughly. 
     The second to  las t  pie  was 
an apple  crumble,  joint ly  cre-
ated by seniors  Sandra Abran-
tes ,  Victor ia  Aldridge,  Cai th-
lyn Cabal lero,  and Marissa 
Nieves.  This  pie  took the base 
idea of  an apple  pie ,  but  used 
cinnamon crumb on the top 
to  create  a  f lavor  packed 
t reat  that  the judges praised 
for  i ts  s tyl ing and presenta-
t ion.   This  same group sub-

mitted the f inal  pie:  a  unique 
s’mores  creat ion.  The pie 
took the already perfect  con-
cept  of  a  mel t ing chocolatey 
s’more to  produce a  pie  s imi-
lar  in  consis tency and f lavor. 
I t  gained much applause for 
i ts  or iginal i ty  and presenta-
t ion,  making use of  a  marsh-
mallow covered edge f i l led 
with chocolate  and graham 
crackers  in  the center  to  top 
the pie . 
     This  unique and clever 
idea ul t imately won the gir ls 
the grand pr ize .  The s tudents 
judges,  look forward to  this  
contest  cont inuing next  year. 

Students decorate 
Christmas trees  to 
adorn the lobby

By:  Sahaana Singhal

    Each class  was tasked with 
decorat ing two t rees  to  show 
their  spir i t  and to  la ter  donate 
to  famil ies  in  need. 
     Displayed in  the lobby, 
these eight  t rees  are  a l l 
unique in  their  own way and 

ref lect  the different  s tyles  of 
Chris tmas,  f rom the t imeless 
c lass ics  to  modern and whim-
sical  decorat ions.
     The freshmen chose two 
t imeless  themes,  the “Candy” 
t ree  and the “Whovil le”  t ree . 
The f i rs t  t ree  was decorated 
with al l  sor ts  of  candy,  most-
ly  candy canes,  and the sec-
ond t ree  was decorated with 
a lot  of  quintessent ia l  themes 
from the Grinch,  t ied together 
with two arms s t icking out 
the  s ides  and a  Grinch face to 
top i t  off . 
     The sophomores had a 
unique spin on their  f i rs t  t ree , 
the “Facul- t ree ,”  decorat ing 
i t  wi th  pictures  of  the facul ty 
and an Aquinas vars i ty  le t-
ter.  Their  other  t ree  was in  a 
s imilar  vein to  the freshmen’s 
t ree:  a  “Grinch” t ree ,  with 
green baubles  and Grinch 
themed lanyards al l  around. 
     The juniors  decorated their 
t rees  in  two s imilar  Chris t -

mas themes,  a  c lass ical  and 
blue Chris tmas theme.  The 
f i rs t  t ree  was adorned with 
l ight  gold baubles  with red 
interspersed,  gold and s i lver 
t insel ,  topped with an elegant 
white  snowflake.  The blue 
t ree  was embel l ished with 
blue and s i lver  t insel ,  b lue 
and white  baubles ,  and yet 
another  e legant  s i lver  snow-
flake topper. 
     Final ly,  the seniors  came 
up with clever  wordplay to 
descr ibe their  t rees ,  naming 
them “‘24 Karat  Magic” and 
the “Money” t ree ,  respec-
t ively.  Their  f i rs t  t ree  was 
representat ive of  their  gradu-
at ion to  come in 2024,  and 
was decked out  in  thick and 
br ight  gold t insel ,  and faux 
gold leaves with a  gl i t tery 
s tar  topper.  Their  second t ree , 
the Money Tree,  was decorat-
ed with gold beads,  gold and 
green baubles ,  and of  course, 
fake “money.”

C h r i s t m a s  t r e e  l o b b y  t a k e o v e r

By: Avery Boomer

There was a con-
test held for 
the cover art of 
the second issue 
and there were 
two selections 
that were neck in 
neck. Congratu-
lations to senior 
Maddie Rogala 
for this wonder-
ful submission!
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     On Friday, December 1st, students 
began arriving at 6pm for the 2023 
Advent Retreat: “LIT: Living In To-
getherness”. 
     Once everyone arrived, a packet 
serving as a mini journal was given 
out. Once student’s belongings 
were in their assigned rooms, they 
gathered in The Commons for ice-
breaker’s and to wait for the first of 
the speakers, who included: Campus 
ministers Fr. Mike Tabernero, Mike 
Lewon, and Vincent Gioffre Sr. All 
of them agreed that the retreat’s pur-
pose was, “to bring everyone closer 
together, and show God is loving to 
all and will always be with you.” 
     The first speech was given by 
Lewon, focusing on the light in the 
world and within each person. He 
also mentioned the importance of 
why everyone should let God’s light 
in. Once he concluded his speech, 
groups were formed to answer ques-
tions based on what was said. 
     After this was done, students 
headed downstairs for dinner, which 
consisted of pizza from Benny’s, 
juice, water and chips. Once din-
ner was finished, it was time for 
the next lecture. Gioffre’s speech 
focused on light in the darkness. He 
talked about what the darkness can 

be defined as. For example, addic-
tion, yearning for something more, 
etc. He also discussed how students 
may not realize that they’re living in 
the darkness, that it has become such 
a common place for some that it’s 
not clear it exists. Along with this, 
he also discussed different forms 
of light, with only one always be-
ing lit and guiding everyone, God. 
This lecture concluded with students 
praying the “Our Father” and ques-
tioning  how they too can go into the 
light. Students were put in groups 
to reflect on this speech as well.  
     When speeches were done, stu-
dents gathered into the Chapel for 
Adoration. Lewon brought forth The 
Tabernacle while soothing hymns 
played in the background. Mean-
while, in the commons, Fr. Mike 
opened up confessions. This time 
of the retreat was described as very 
emotional by multiple students.  
     Once the confessions were com-
pleted, students gathered in the caf-
eteria to play games, watch movies, 
and spend time with friends. The 
gym was also opened for those who 
wished to play basketball or other 
sports during free time. Free time 
lasted for an hour and half, before 
students began making their way up 
for bed.  
     As a wake up alarm, the teach-

ers blasted, “Thunderstruck” by AC/
DC.  Once everyone was awake and 
dressed, students were called to the 
Chapel for morning Mass. As the 
conclusion of the retreat approached, 
students made little notes to their 
friends which were able to be put in 
ornaments to be hung on their trees 
at home. Then, students created over 
500 wooden ornaments to be hung 
on the lockers of everyone at school. 
     When some of the retreat team 
members were asked why they de-
cided to do this, they responded 

with, “We wanted a fun activity that 
would improve others’ days. Just this 
little act of kindness will make oth-
ers smile and laugh. Plus, it adds a 
little touch of Christmas Spirit to the 
halls.” 
     The retreat as a whole was a huge 
success. Students left with smiles 
on their faces, new memories,  and 
stories to tell to those who didn’t at-
tend. This overnight retreat is highly 
recommended for those who want 
to make new connections and be 
“L.I.T.” 

     Four times a year, students from 
local Catholic grammar schools 
come to visit and take a look at some 
of the high quality productions of the 
performing arts department. These 
performances include the Christmas 
and Spring Concerts; the Fall Play/
Musical, and the Spring Musical. 
Grammar school students are given 

the chance to see what the school is 
all about, from the music to the dra-
ma. They get a closer look at what 
it takes to pull off these astounding 
performances, but also a look at all 
of the students and teachers that 
come together to create them. Some-
times they even get the opportu-
nity to ask questions and learn more 
about Drama and Music. 
     When it comes to the concerts, stu-
dents who play instruments or sing 
in the choir at their middle schools 
are welcomed to watch music direc-
tor Joseph Cullinan and the Concert 
Choir, Select Choir, Concert Band, 
and Jazz Band. Questions the stu-
dents normally ask have to do with 
how the music is selected, how long 
it takes to rehearse, and what the mu-
sic department has to offer. Current 
student members of the groups stay 
and answer these questions, which 
really makes the experience special 

for the younger students. 
     For the drama aspect of the gram-
mar school shows, students fill the 
Little Theatre with excitement as 
they settle to enjoy a morning of en-
tertainment. Questions for this por-
tion include things like what the next 
show is, how the costumes are cre-
ated, and how much work goes into 
putting together the set. Not only are 
the students impressed with what 
they have seen, but the teachers and 
administrators who accompany the 
children express their amazement at 
what the students are able to accom-
plish in such a short time.
     On November 16, these students 
arrived to watch the school’s pro-
duction of Sweeney Todd: The De-
mon Barber of Fleet Street. Students 
loved watching the endless musical 
numbers, powerful scenes, and riv-
eting special effects. One effect that 
left them all in shock was the barber 

chair, which sent several actors slid-
ing through a trap door at the mo-
ment of their untimely deaths in the 
show. 
     During the talkback after the 
show, many questions were asked re-
garding the special effects and scenic 
design. With the vision of director 
and Fine Arts department chair Lea 
Gossett, and the work of volunteer 
master carpenter Steve Restaino, stu-
dents were amazed by the attention 
to detail on the set. They were even 
given a chance to get up and walk 
around the set to see how everything 
worked. 
     The purpose of these grammar 
school shows are to introduce stu-
dents to what the school has to offer, 
and what sets the school apart from 
other high schools. Our Drama and 
Music Departments are unique and 
special, and always leave students 
coming back to see more.

Campus minister Mike Lewon leads the students attending 
the retreat in a discussion about ‘light in the world’ in The 
Commons.

(All photos courtesy of STA Publications)

Cullinan explains how the 
concert choir songs are 
chosen.

Bishop Checchio presides at the Aquinas Star Mass along with Fr. David Keyes, Fr. Mike 
Tabernero, and interim president Fr. Keith Cervine.

(All photos courtesy of STA Publications)

Santa Claus shows up to light the school’s tree at the end of the Aquinas Star Mass. 

     One of the most anticipated tradi-
tions of the Christmas season is the 
annual Aquinas Star Mass, which 
took place on Friday, December 15, 
in the main gym. 
     Students look forward to the 
Mass every year because it allows 
them to focus their attention of the 
two Aquinas Stars and their fami-
lies. This year’s Stars are Jack Hei-
lich and Dominic Horbacz. While 
Dominic himself was, unfortunately, 
in the hospital and unable to attend, 
his aunt and grandmother attended 
to show their support and apprecia-
tion.  All of the students gave both 
families a warm welcome when they 
were introduced by Director of Cath-
olic Identity Fr. Mike Tabernero. The 
entire school took a brief moment to 
pray for Dominic before the Mass 
began. 
     As per tradition, the Mass was 
presided over by Bishop James F. 
Checchio, along with interim presi-
dent Fr. Keith Cervine, Fr. David 
Keyes, and Fr. Tabernero. During 
his Homily, Bishop Checchio spoke 
about the importance of the Advent 
season and how sometimes it is dif-
ficult to wait, but he emphasized that 
Jesus, and the message he brings to 
all, is always worth waiting for. 
     The liturgical band and choir set 
the tone for the Mass with  songs 
such as, “O Come, O Come, Em-
manuel,” “I Heard the Bells on 
Christmas Day,” “O Sacrum Conviv-
ium,” and “O Holy Night.” The last 
was sung as the Communion medita-
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tion by senior Celeste Popola, who 
delievered a powerful yet poignant 
performance of the piece. The reces-
sional song was, “Joy to the World,” 
which lifted the spirits of all in at-
tendance. 
     Once the Mass was concluded 
Bishop Checchio gifted all of the 
students with a day off (to be de-
termined by the administration) for 
the 2023-2024 school year. The gift 
giving continued as the band burst 
into Bruce Springstein’s rendition of 
“Santa Claus is Comin’ to Town” and 
the jolly man himself, Santa Claus, 
arrived, along with several members 
of the student council, to present 
gifts to the Aquinas Stars and their 
families. Some of the gifts included: 
tickets to a Devil’s game for the Hei-
lich family, LuLuLemon backpacks 
for the sisters, and an electric, ride-

in, blue lamborghini for Dominic. 
The look on Jack’s face was enough 
to express how excited he was to re-
ceive such thoughful gifts. 
      The Stars then went to room 
119 where the Aquinas Star board, 
the student council, Fr. Cervine, 
Fr. Keyes, Fr. Tabernero, Principal 
Harry Ziegler, Director of Alumni 
Development Deb Chippendale, 
and Bishop Checchio were waiting 
to share a delicious brunch with the 
families. They were able to enjoy an 
assortment of bagels, donuts, and 
fruit salad. Fr. Tabernero said of the 
day, “I was very happy for the day; 
although we were all saddened that 
Dominic couldn’t be there in person, 
it was wonderful that we were able 
to come together as a community 
to celebrate and pray for these two 
wonderful young men.”

     As the Aquinas Stars excited the 
gym, Santa returned once more as-
Director of Communications Mike 
Kowalczyk announced the annual 
Christmas Tree lighting ceremony 
was about to begin. The entire study 
body counted down from 10 as the 
lights in the gym slowly flicked out. 
Finally, as the last light in the gym 
went out to the count of “1” Santa 
plugged in the tree and its glow lit 
the gym as students and faculty alike 
burst into applause. 
     To continue in the Christmas 
spirit, the band, singers, and stu-
dents joined together to sing several 
Christmas carols, such as “Rudolph 
the Red-Nosed Reindeer,” and 
“Frosty the Snowman” before finally 
heading back to classes for the rest 
of the day.      

“I was very happy 
for the day; although 
we were all saddened 
that Dominic couldn’t 
be there in person, it 
was wonderful that 
we were able to come 
together as a com-
munity to celebrate 
and pray for these 
two wonderful young 
men.”

 - Fr. Tabernero
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     On Friday, December 1st, students 
began arriving at 6pm for the 2023 
Advent Retreat: “LIT: Living In To-
getherness”. 
     Once everyone arrived, a packet 
serving as a mini journal was given 
out. Once student’s belongings 
were in their assigned rooms, they 
gathered in The Commons for ice-
breaker’s and to wait for the first of 
the speakers, who included: Campus 
ministers Fr. Mike Tabernero, Mike 
Lewon, and Vincent Gioffre Sr. All 
of them agreed that the retreat’s pur-
pose was, “to bring everyone closer 
together, and show God is loving to 
all and will always be with you.” 
     The first speech was given by 
Lewon, focusing on the light in the 
world and within each person. He 
also mentioned the importance of 
why everyone should let God’s light 
in. Once he concluded his speech, 
groups were formed to answer ques-
tions based on what was said. 
     After this was done, students 
headed downstairs for dinner, which 
consisted of pizza from Benny’s, 
juice, water and chips. Once din-
ner was finished, it was time for 
the next lecture. Gioffre’s speech 
focused on light in the darkness. He 
talked about what the darkness can 

be defined as. For example, addic-
tion, yearning for something more, 
etc. He also discussed how students 
may not realize that they’re living in 
the darkness, that it has become such 
a common place for some that it’s 
not clear it exists. Along with this, 
he also discussed different forms 
of light, with only one always be-
ing lit and guiding everyone, God. 
This lecture concluded with students 
praying the “Our Father” and ques-
tioning  how they too can go into the 
light. Students were put in groups 
to reflect on this speech as well.  
     When speeches were done, stu-
dents gathered into the Chapel for 
Adoration. Lewon brought forth The 
Tabernacle while soothing hymns 
played in the background. Mean-
while, in the commons, Fr. Mike 
opened up confessions. This time 
of the retreat was described as very 
emotional by multiple students.  
     Once the confessions were com-
pleted, students gathered in the caf-
eteria to play games, watch movies, 
and spend time with friends. The 
gym was also opened for those who 
wished to play basketball or other 
sports during free time. Free time 
lasted for an hour and half, before 
students began making their way up 
for bed.  
     As a wake up alarm, the teach-

ers blasted, “Thunderstruck” by AC/
DC.  Once everyone was awake and 
dressed, students were called to the 
Chapel for morning Mass. As the 
conclusion of the retreat approached, 
students made little notes to their 
friends which were able to be put in 
ornaments to be hung on their trees 
at home. Then, students created over 
500 wooden ornaments to be hung 
on the lockers of everyone at school. 
     When some of the retreat team 
members were asked why they de-
cided to do this, they responded 

with, “We wanted a fun activity that 
would improve others’ days. Just this 
little act of kindness will make oth-
ers smile and laugh. Plus, it adds a 
little touch of Christmas Spirit to the 
halls.” 
     The retreat as a whole was a huge 
success. Students left with smiles 
on their faces, new memories,  and 
stories to tell to those who didn’t at-
tend. This overnight retreat is highly 
recommended for those who want 
to make new connections and be 
“L.I.T.” 

     Four times a year, students from 
local Catholic grammar schools 
come to visit and take a look at some 
of the high quality productions of the 
performing arts department. These 
performances include the Christmas 
and Spring Concerts; the Fall Play/
Musical, and the Spring Musical. 
Grammar school students are given 

the chance to see what the school is 
all about, from the music to the dra-
ma. They get a closer look at what 
it takes to pull off these astounding 
performances, but also a look at all 
of the students and teachers that 
come together to create them. Some-
times they even get the opportu-
nity to ask questions and learn more 
about Drama and Music. 
     When it comes to the concerts, stu-
dents who play instruments or sing 
in the choir at their middle schools 
are welcomed to watch music direc-
tor Joseph Cullinan and the Concert 
Choir, Select Choir, Concert Band, 
and Jazz Band. Questions the stu-
dents normally ask have to do with 
how the music is selected, how long 
it takes to rehearse, and what the mu-
sic department has to offer. Current 
student members of the groups stay 
and answer these questions, which 
really makes the experience special 

for the younger students. 
     For the drama aspect of the gram-
mar school shows, students fill the 
Little Theatre with excitement as 
they settle to enjoy a morning of en-
tertainment. Questions for this por-
tion include things like what the next 
show is, how the costumes are cre-
ated, and how much work goes into 
putting together the set. Not only are 
the students impressed with what 
they have seen, but the teachers and 
administrators who accompany the 
children express their amazement at 
what the students are able to accom-
plish in such a short time.
     On November 16, these students 
arrived to watch the school’s pro-
duction of Sweeney Todd: The De-
mon Barber of Fleet Street. Students 
loved watching the endless musical 
numbers, powerful scenes, and riv-
eting special effects. One effect that 
left them all in shock was the barber 

chair, which sent several actors slid-
ing through a trap door at the mo-
ment of their untimely deaths in the 
show. 
     During the talkback after the 
show, many questions were asked re-
garding the special effects and scenic 
design. With the vision of director 
and Fine Arts department chair Lea 
Gossett, and the work of volunteer 
master carpenter Steve Restaino, stu-
dents were amazed by the attention 
to detail on the set. They were even 
given a chance to get up and walk 
around the set to see how everything 
worked. 
     The purpose of these grammar 
school shows are to introduce stu-
dents to what the school has to offer, 
and what sets the school apart from 
other high schools. Our Drama and 
Music Departments are unique and 
special, and always leave students 
coming back to see more.

Campus minister Mike Lewon leads the students attending 
the retreat in a discussion about ‘light in the world’ in The 
Commons.

(All photos courtesy of STA Publications)

Cullinan explains how the 
concert choir songs are 
chosen.

Bishop Checchio presides at the Aquinas Star Mass along with Fr. David Keyes, Fr. Mike 
Tabernero, and interim president Fr. Keith Cervine.

(All photos courtesy of STA Publications)

Santa Claus shows up to light the school’s tree at the end of the Aquinas Star Mass. 

     One of the most anticipated tradi-
tions of the Christmas season is the 
annual Aquinas Star Mass, which 
took place on Friday, December 15, 
in the main gym. 
     Students look forward to the 
Mass every year because it allows 
them to focus their attention of the 
two Aquinas Stars and their fami-
lies. This year’s Stars are Jack Hei-
lich and Dominic Horbacz. While 
Dominic himself was, unfortunately, 
in the hospital and unable to attend, 
his aunt and grandmother attended 
to show their support and apprecia-
tion.  All of the students gave both 
families a warm welcome when they 
were introduced by Director of Cath-
olic Identity Fr. Mike Tabernero. The 
entire school took a brief moment to 
pray for Dominic before the Mass 
began. 
     As per tradition, the Mass was 
presided over by Bishop James F. 
Checchio, along with interim presi-
dent Fr. Keith Cervine, Fr. David 
Keyes, and Fr. Tabernero. During 
his Homily, Bishop Checchio spoke 
about the importance of the Advent 
season and how sometimes it is dif-
ficult to wait, but he emphasized that 
Jesus, and the message he brings to 
all, is always worth waiting for. 
     The liturgical band and choir set 
the tone for the Mass with  songs 
such as, “O Come, O Come, Em-
manuel,” “I Heard the Bells on 
Christmas Day,” “O Sacrum Conviv-
ium,” and “O Holy Night.” The last 
was sung as the Communion medita-
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tion by senior Celeste Popola, who 
delievered a powerful yet poignant 
performance of the piece. The reces-
sional song was, “Joy to the World,” 
which lifted the spirits of all in at-
tendance. 
     Once the Mass was concluded 
Bishop Checchio gifted all of the 
students with a day off (to be de-
termined by the administration) for 
the 2023-2024 school year. The gift 
giving continued as the band burst 
into Bruce Springstein’s rendition of 
“Santa Claus is Comin’ to Town” and 
the jolly man himself, Santa Claus, 
arrived, along with several members 
of the student council, to present 
gifts to the Aquinas Stars and their 
families. Some of the gifts included: 
tickets to a Devil’s game for the Hei-
lich family, LuLuLemon backpacks 
for the sisters, and an electric, ride-

in, blue lamborghini for Dominic. 
The look on Jack’s face was enough 
to express how excited he was to re-
ceive such thoughful gifts. 
      The Stars then went to room 
119 where the Aquinas Star board, 
the student council, Fr. Cervine, 
Fr. Keyes, Fr. Tabernero, Principal 
Harry Ziegler, Director of Alumni 
Development Deb Chippendale, 
and Bishop Checchio were waiting 
to share a delicious brunch with the 
families. They were able to enjoy an 
assortment of bagels, donuts, and 
fruit salad. Fr. Tabernero said of the 
day, “I was very happy for the day; 
although we were all saddened that 
Dominic couldn’t be there in person, 
it was wonderful that we were able 
to come together as a community 
to celebrate and pray for these two 
wonderful young men.”

     As the Aquinas Stars excited the 
gym, Santa returned once more as-
Director of Communications Mike 
Kowalczyk announced the annual 
Christmas Tree lighting ceremony 
was about to begin. The entire study 
body counted down from 10 as the 
lights in the gym slowly flicked out. 
Finally, as the last light in the gym 
went out to the count of “1” Santa 
plugged in the tree and its glow lit 
the gym as students and faculty alike 
burst into applause. 
     To continue in the Christmas 
spirit, the band, singers, and stu-
dents joined together to sing several 
Christmas carols, such as “Rudolph 
the Red-Nosed Reindeer,” and 
“Frosty the Snowman” before finally 
heading back to classes for the rest 
of the day.      

“I was very happy 
for the day; although 
we were all saddened 
that Dominic couldn’t 
be there in person, it 
was wonderful that 
we were able to come 
together as a com-
munity to celebrate 
and pray for these 
two wonderful young 
men.”

 - Fr. Tabernero
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Passionate about the prequal ‘Invincible’ returns for 2nd season

Mixed reviews for ‘Wonka’ prequel

Beyonce behind the scenes blockbuster

     After a years’ hiatus, the critically 
acclaimed TV show “Invincible”  is 
back with season two. The four epi-
sode release already has audiences 
ready and waiting for more. 
     Season two kicks off with a seam-

By: Angel Figueroa

By: Nicole Casas

By: Anna Martins

By: Tara Gupta

     Longtime fans of “The Hunger 
Games” have long awaited the pre-
quel film to the immensely popu-
lar series, which starred Jennifer 
Lawrence, Josh Hutcherson, and 
Liam Hemsworth, “The Hunger 
Games: The Ballad of Songbirds and 
Snakes” is based on the 2020 novel 
of the same name, and is written by 
“Hunger Games” author Suzanne 
Collins. 

     On December 15th, “Wonka” 
made its grand appearance in the-
aters. The musical fantasy film was 
directed by Paddington King and 
co-written with Simon Farnaby. The 
cast includes Timothee Chalamet, 
Keegan-Michael Key, Rowan At-
kinson, Sally Hawkins, Olivia Col-
man, Jim Carter, Matt Lucas, Nata-
sha Rothwell, Tom Davis, Mathew 
Baynton, Simon Farnaby, and many 
many more. 
     The plot was quite the mystery for 
awhile, but what was known was the 
musical would give watchers a look 
into the chocolatier’s origins before 
he became the famous chocolatier. It 
follows Willy Wonka (Chalamet) as 
he fights to open his very first choco-
late shop. The musical reveals how 
Wonka met the Oompa Loompas and 
how his candy passion came about. It 
takes watchers through Wonka’s life 
before he grows into the legendary 
chocolatier that has been depicted by 
Ronald Dahl.
     It all started with a 1964 children’s 
novel, Charlie and the Chocolate 

     Renaissance: A Film by Beyonce, 
directed and produced by singer-
songwriter and businesswoman Be-
yonce, was released in all theaters 
internationally on December 1. The 
movie/documentary is based on all 
the behind-the-scenes and the dif-
ferent issues that occurred while Be-
yonce was on her international tour, 
“The Renaissance Tour.”
     To start the movie, viewers watch 
as Beyonce sings a few starter songs, 
before showing all the behind-the-
scenes that showed the reality of 
what her tour really looked like. 
Fans got to see what it was like to 
set up certain elements of the show, 
including the stage arrangement, and 
how the lighting and sound set for 
the whole show, along with a clip 
from her Phoenix show where the 
sound cut out, and how the back-
stage crew were able to fix the issue 
in under five minutes. Also, when 
dealing with the sound cut-out, in-
stead of having to have a ten minute 
pause, and then resume everything 
like nothing happened, Beyonce and 
her crew came up with the plan of 
being able to do a quick-change to 
“Alien Superstar,” which fans went 
crazy over. 

     Released on November 17, 2023, 
by Lionsgate Films, the movie has 
exceeded expectations by already 
grossing over 137.2 million. 
     Taking place 64 years before the 
events of “The Hunger Games,” 
“Songbirds and Snakes” is set dur-
ing the 10th annual Hunger Games. 
The Hunger Games is a form of pun-
ishment cast on the 12 districts of 
Panem by the Capitol, the utopian 
city where the nation’s most wealthy 
and powerful citizens reside, in 

which one boy and one girl from 
each district are randomly selected 
to fight to death until there is only 
one survivor. 
     Lucy Gray Baird is introduced 
as the film’s protagonist, a character 
only briefly mentioned in the other 
books. Lucy Gray (Rachel Zegler) is 
the female tribute from District 12 
and is first introduced at the reaping, 
wearing a ruffled rainbow dress and 
slipping a snake down a girl’s dress. 
Zegler is best known for her role as 
Maria in the 2021 musical film West 
Side Story, adapted by Steven Spiel-
berg. This is another role in which 
her vocal abilities are displayed, as 
Lucy Gray is in a performing group 
called the Covey, in which she sings 
alongside other family members. She 
is quick to make a lasting impression 
on viewers and instantly becomes a 
fan-favorite character through her 
liveliness. 
     Lucy Gray is mentored by a char-
acter not unfamiliar to audiences and 
an unexpected protagonist - a young 
Coriolanus Snow (Tom Blythe). 
Director Francis Lawrence crafts 
a nuanced narrative, providing in-

sight into Snow’s complex character. 
Snow, aggravated that his hometown 
is now destroyed due to the outer 
districts, is now planning a sort of re-
venge. The movie paints a picture of 
Snow’s early life, allowing the audi-
ence to see him in a whole new light. 
It tells the tale of ambition, power, 
and survival, subtly showing Snow’s 
transformation from a young man 
whose goal is to protect his family’s 
honor to an antagonist and a strate-
gist who will do anything to win. 
     Lawrence said in an interview 
with SlashFilm, “Because audiences 
are so aware of how stories work, we 
keep on waiting for Snow to have 
that redemption moment. But it nev-
er comes. The movie is a slow reveal 
that we’ve spent time with a mon-
ster, and felt affection for a monster.”
     The movie expertly weaves po-
litical intrigue, societal commen-
tary, and the brutal spectacle of the 
Hunger Games. The movie does 
an incredible job of bringing back 
a nostalgic memory to the people 
who watched the first films in the-
aters while also introducing younger 
people to the world.

less blend of character development 
and intense action sequences, cap-
turing the essence of what made the 
first season an instant hit. The show 
follows main character Mark Gray-
son, played by Steven Yuen, as he  
navigates both life as a college stu-
dent and a full-time superhero. After 

the events of the first season, Mark 
questions where he fits into the hu-
man world. The audience is able to 
follow Mark and his allies as they try 
to rebuild the world that was shat-
tered by the actions of Mark’s father 
Omni-Man  in season one. 
     Season two also expands the cast, 
with 15 new voice actors to fill this 
super-powered world. The anima-
tion quality remains top-notch, with 
vibrant visuals that elevate the su-
perhero TV  show  to new heights. 
From epic battles to intimate charac-
ter moments, the animation team ex-
cels in conveying the emotions and 
intensity of each scene. The meticu-
lous attention to detail extends to the 
costume designs and world-building, 
immersing viewers in a visually 
stunning and captivating universe.
     As this new season goes on, the 
show delves into darker and more 
mature themes, challenging both its 
characters and audience. The moral 
dilemmas faced by Mark  become 

more intricate, forcing the audience 
and the main character to question 
what it means to be a hero, and how 
far is too far when it comes to the 
greater good. 
     Season two maintains a delicate 
balance between heart-wrenching 
moments and humor, ensuring that 
the audience experiences a roller-
coaster of emotions. The character 
dynamics continue to evolve, creat-
ing a compelling narrative that keeps 
viewers eagerly anticipating each 
new episode.
     Without delving into spoilers, it’s 
safe to say that “Invincible” season 
two not only lives up to the expecta-
tions set by its predecessor but also 
manages to surpass them. The show 
continues to redefine the superhero 
genre, offering a gripping narrative, 
complex characters, and unparal-
leled animation. As fans eagerly 
await the next chapter, “Invincible” 
remains an unstoppable force in the 
world of superhero storytelling. 

Factory, a children’s novel written 
by Dahl. In the book, readers fol-
lowed Charlie Bucket as he and his 
grandfather, Grandpa Joe, visited 
Willy Wonka’s Chocolate Factory. 
The story quickly became a classic 
and paved the way for various films, 
including those starring Gene Wild-
er, Johnny Depp, and even a “Tom 
and Jerry” interpretation.  
     Willy Wonka was first brought 
to life by Gene Wilder in the 1971 
adaptation and later in 2005 by 
Johnny Depp. Wonka is an odd yet 
creative genius. He is a candy maker, 
constantly thinking outside the box 
in order to build his brand. How-
ever, something left unexplained to 
watchers was his past. That is how 
the 2023 film came to light. 
     The young Wonka arrives in pre-
war Europe with a hat full of dreams 
and a briefcase full of his creations. 
He plans on making his own shop 
however, as he is chasing his dream 
he is tricked into servitude in a laun-
dry, meets an orphan named Noodle, 
has a run-in with the chocolate cartel, 
has numerous encounters with Lofty 
the Oompa Loompa, and so on. 

     In an interview with Vogue, Cha-
lamet shared his reasoning for want-
ing to take on this role for the young-
er audience. “To work on something 
that will have an uncynical young 
audience, that was just a big joy. 
That’s why I was drawn to it. In a 
time and climate of intense political 
rhetoric, when there’s so much bad 
news all the time, this is hopefully 

going to be a piece of chocolate.”
     Chalamet’s take on the choco-
latier was quite positive and quirky, 
but it lacks the mystery and cruelty 
of Gene Wilder’s Willy Wonka. The 
shift makes Wonka more relatable 
but distances him from the spiki-
ness of Dahl’s writing. Nonetheless, 
the movie was gold as it warms the 
hearts of children and adults alike. 

     Even though she showed as much 
preparation as possible, Beyonce 
still shocked her fans with surprise 
guests appearances, including Me-
gan Thee Stallion, who helped her 
sing her song “Savage,” Kendrick 
Lamar, who assisted her by singing 
“America Has a Problem,” and Di-
ana Ross, who surprised Beyonce 
herself by singing “Happy Birthday” 
to the star, as she was turning forty-
two years old. 
     Beyonce sang many songs from 
her 2022 Renaissance album, includ-
ing “Break My Soul,” “Cuff It,” and 
“I’m That Girl,” while also squeez-
ing in some of her older music, in-
cluding “Run the World (Girls),” 
“Diva,” and “Formation.” With all 
these hits and more, the crowds at 
the show and in the theater were 
definitely hyped.
     However, the musical and back-
stage elements were not the only part 
of her movie. Beyonce also included 
her family in the movie, who consist 
of her husband and rapper, Jay-Z, 
and their three children; her oldest 
daughter Blue Ivy (11 years old), 
her twins Rumi and Sir (6 years old), 
and her mother Tina Knowles. With 
her daughter Blue, Beyonce tells the 
process of how Blue showed inter-
est in performing with Beyonce, and 
with the help of her choreographer 

and co-dance captain Amari Mar-
shall, how Blue’s dream was able to 
turn into a reality. As that was said, 
the audience was able to see how 
Blue was dedicated to her words, 
and how finally, she was able to 
perform alongside her mother dur-
ing two numbers, “My Power” and 
“Black Parade.” 
     However, Beyonce also paid trib-
ute to her Uncle Johnny, who her 
mother revealed stepped in to help 
raise Beyonce, and her younger sis-
ter, Solange, and also would design 
outfits for Destiny’s Child, the girl 
group Beyonce was in alongside 
Kelly Rowland, Michelle Williams, 
LeToya Luckett, and LaTavia Rob-
erson. The last thing she made was 
something to tribute to her past girl 
group, Destiny’s Child, in which she 
created her own girl group called 
Pure Honey, consisting of Kay Ma-
nee, Natalie Imani, Taylor Green, 
and Tiffany Monique Ryan. These 
girls served the purpose of being her 
background singers and vocalists. 
     Overall, the purpose of this movie 
was that this was showing her tour, 
which was her “rebirth” tour, and 
that the film was dedicated to her 
fans, also known as the “Beyhive.” It 
was also about how she was able to 
be in demand on everything for the 
show, despite not feeling heard since 

she is a black woman. Yet she was 
still able to do it; according to her 
choreography/director Fatima Rob-
inson, “ Beyonce is the director of 
this show,” as she refers to her being 
able to pull it off. 
     So regardless of any obstacles try-
ing to stop her, Beyonce only shows 
that she still knows what she’s doing, 
and fans have only loved her even 
more for that. 

Mark Grayson faces off against an unexpected enemy.

(All photos courtesy of Google Images)

Lucy Gray Baird enters the capitol for the first time ac-
companied by a young Coriolanus Snow.

A young Willy Wonka tips his hat with a mischievious grin 
as the crowd behind him looks up in wonder at some of his 
unique creations.

Beyonce performs in a 
glittery body suite dur-
ing one of the prominent 
scenes of her behind the 
scenes documentary. 
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     After a years’ hiatus, the critically 
acclaimed TV show “Invincible”  is 
back with season two. The four epi-
sode release already has audiences 
ready and waiting for more. 
     Season two kicks off with a seam-

By: Angel Figueroa

By: Nicole Casas

By: Anna Martins

By: Tara Gupta

     Longtime fans of “The Hunger 
Games” have long awaited the pre-
quel film to the immensely popu-
lar series, which starred Jennifer 
Lawrence, Josh Hutcherson, and 
Liam Hemsworth, “The Hunger 
Games: The Ballad of Songbirds and 
Snakes” is based on the 2020 novel 
of the same name, and is written by 
“Hunger Games” author Suzanne 
Collins. 

     On December 15th, “Wonka” 
made its grand appearance in the-
aters. The musical fantasy film was 
directed by Paddington King and 
co-written with Simon Farnaby. The 
cast includes Timothee Chalamet, 
Keegan-Michael Key, Rowan At-
kinson, Sally Hawkins, Olivia Col-
man, Jim Carter, Matt Lucas, Nata-
sha Rothwell, Tom Davis, Mathew 
Baynton, Simon Farnaby, and many 
many more. 
     The plot was quite the mystery for 
awhile, but what was known was the 
musical would give watchers a look 
into the chocolatier’s origins before 
he became the famous chocolatier. It 
follows Willy Wonka (Chalamet) as 
he fights to open his very first choco-
late shop. The musical reveals how 
Wonka met the Oompa Loompas and 
how his candy passion came about. It 
takes watchers through Wonka’s life 
before he grows into the legendary 
chocolatier that has been depicted by 
Ronald Dahl.
     It all started with a 1964 children’s 
novel, Charlie and the Chocolate 

     Renaissance: A Film by Beyonce, 
directed and produced by singer-
songwriter and businesswoman Be-
yonce, was released in all theaters 
internationally on December 1. The 
movie/documentary is based on all 
the behind-the-scenes and the dif-
ferent issues that occurred while Be-
yonce was on her international tour, 
“The Renaissance Tour.”
     To start the movie, viewers watch 
as Beyonce sings a few starter songs, 
before showing all the behind-the-
scenes that showed the reality of 
what her tour really looked like. 
Fans got to see what it was like to 
set up certain elements of the show, 
including the stage arrangement, and 
how the lighting and sound set for 
the whole show, along with a clip 
from her Phoenix show where the 
sound cut out, and how the back-
stage crew were able to fix the issue 
in under five minutes. Also, when 
dealing with the sound cut-out, in-
stead of having to have a ten minute 
pause, and then resume everything 
like nothing happened, Beyonce and 
her crew came up with the plan of 
being able to do a quick-change to 
“Alien Superstar,” which fans went 
crazy over. 

     Released on November 17, 2023, 
by Lionsgate Films, the movie has 
exceeded expectations by already 
grossing over 137.2 million. 
     Taking place 64 years before the 
events of “The Hunger Games,” 
“Songbirds and Snakes” is set dur-
ing the 10th annual Hunger Games. 
The Hunger Games is a form of pun-
ishment cast on the 12 districts of 
Panem by the Capitol, the utopian 
city where the nation’s most wealthy 
and powerful citizens reside, in 

which one boy and one girl from 
each district are randomly selected 
to fight to death until there is only 
one survivor. 
     Lucy Gray Baird is introduced 
as the film’s protagonist, a character 
only briefly mentioned in the other 
books. Lucy Gray (Rachel Zegler) is 
the female tribute from District 12 
and is first introduced at the reaping, 
wearing a ruffled rainbow dress and 
slipping a snake down a girl’s dress. 
Zegler is best known for her role as 
Maria in the 2021 musical film West 
Side Story, adapted by Steven Spiel-
berg. This is another role in which 
her vocal abilities are displayed, as 
Lucy Gray is in a performing group 
called the Covey, in which she sings 
alongside other family members. She 
is quick to make a lasting impression 
on viewers and instantly becomes a 
fan-favorite character through her 
liveliness. 
     Lucy Gray is mentored by a char-
acter not unfamiliar to audiences and 
an unexpected protagonist - a young 
Coriolanus Snow (Tom Blythe). 
Director Francis Lawrence crafts 
a nuanced narrative, providing in-

sight into Snow’s complex character. 
Snow, aggravated that his hometown 
is now destroyed due to the outer 
districts, is now planning a sort of re-
venge. The movie paints a picture of 
Snow’s early life, allowing the audi-
ence to see him in a whole new light. 
It tells the tale of ambition, power, 
and survival, subtly showing Snow’s 
transformation from a young man 
whose goal is to protect his family’s 
honor to an antagonist and a strate-
gist who will do anything to win. 
     Lawrence said in an interview 
with SlashFilm, “Because audiences 
are so aware of how stories work, we 
keep on waiting for Snow to have 
that redemption moment. But it nev-
er comes. The movie is a slow reveal 
that we’ve spent time with a mon-
ster, and felt affection for a monster.”
     The movie expertly weaves po-
litical intrigue, societal commen-
tary, and the brutal spectacle of the 
Hunger Games. The movie does 
an incredible job of bringing back 
a nostalgic memory to the people 
who watched the first films in the-
aters while also introducing younger 
people to the world.

less blend of character development 
and intense action sequences, cap-
turing the essence of what made the 
first season an instant hit. The show 
follows main character Mark Gray-
son, played by Steven Yuen, as he  
navigates both life as a college stu-
dent and a full-time superhero. After 

the events of the first season, Mark 
questions where he fits into the hu-
man world. The audience is able to 
follow Mark and his allies as they try 
to rebuild the world that was shat-
tered by the actions of Mark’s father 
Omni-Man  in season one. 
     Season two also expands the cast, 
with 15 new voice actors to fill this 
super-powered world. The anima-
tion quality remains top-notch, with 
vibrant visuals that elevate the su-
perhero TV  show  to new heights. 
From epic battles to intimate charac-
ter moments, the animation team ex-
cels in conveying the emotions and 
intensity of each scene. The meticu-
lous attention to detail extends to the 
costume designs and world-building, 
immersing viewers in a visually 
stunning and captivating universe.
     As this new season goes on, the 
show delves into darker and more 
mature themes, challenging both its 
characters and audience. The moral 
dilemmas faced by Mark  become 

more intricate, forcing the audience 
and the main character to question 
what it means to be a hero, and how 
far is too far when it comes to the 
greater good. 
     Season two maintains a delicate 
balance between heart-wrenching 
moments and humor, ensuring that 
the audience experiences a roller-
coaster of emotions. The character 
dynamics continue to evolve, creat-
ing a compelling narrative that keeps 
viewers eagerly anticipating each 
new episode.
     Without delving into spoilers, it’s 
safe to say that “Invincible” season 
two not only lives up to the expecta-
tions set by its predecessor but also 
manages to surpass them. The show 
continues to redefine the superhero 
genre, offering a gripping narrative, 
complex characters, and unparal-
leled animation. As fans eagerly 
await the next chapter, “Invincible” 
remains an unstoppable force in the 
world of superhero storytelling. 

Factory, a children’s novel written 
by Dahl. In the book, readers fol-
lowed Charlie Bucket as he and his 
grandfather, Grandpa Joe, visited 
Willy Wonka’s Chocolate Factory. 
The story quickly became a classic 
and paved the way for various films, 
including those starring Gene Wild-
er, Johnny Depp, and even a “Tom 
and Jerry” interpretation.  
     Willy Wonka was first brought 
to life by Gene Wilder in the 1971 
adaptation and later in 2005 by 
Johnny Depp. Wonka is an odd yet 
creative genius. He is a candy maker, 
constantly thinking outside the box 
in order to build his brand. How-
ever, something left unexplained to 
watchers was his past. That is how 
the 2023 film came to light. 
     The young Wonka arrives in pre-
war Europe with a hat full of dreams 
and a briefcase full of his creations. 
He plans on making his own shop 
however, as he is chasing his dream 
he is tricked into servitude in a laun-
dry, meets an orphan named Noodle, 
has a run-in with the chocolate cartel, 
has numerous encounters with Lofty 
the Oompa Loompa, and so on. 

     In an interview with Vogue, Cha-
lamet shared his reasoning for want-
ing to take on this role for the young-
er audience. “To work on something 
that will have an uncynical young 
audience, that was just a big joy. 
That’s why I was drawn to it. In a 
time and climate of intense political 
rhetoric, when there’s so much bad 
news all the time, this is hopefully 

going to be a piece of chocolate.”
     Chalamet’s take on the choco-
latier was quite positive and quirky, 
but it lacks the mystery and cruelty 
of Gene Wilder’s Willy Wonka. The 
shift makes Wonka more relatable 
but distances him from the spiki-
ness of Dahl’s writing. Nonetheless, 
the movie was gold as it warms the 
hearts of children and adults alike. 

     Even though she showed as much 
preparation as possible, Beyonce 
still shocked her fans with surprise 
guests appearances, including Me-
gan Thee Stallion, who helped her 
sing her song “Savage,” Kendrick 
Lamar, who assisted her by singing 
“America Has a Problem,” and Di-
ana Ross, who surprised Beyonce 
herself by singing “Happy Birthday” 
to the star, as she was turning forty-
two years old. 
     Beyonce sang many songs from 
her 2022 Renaissance album, includ-
ing “Break My Soul,” “Cuff It,” and 
“I’m That Girl,” while also squeez-
ing in some of her older music, in-
cluding “Run the World (Girls),” 
“Diva,” and “Formation.” With all 
these hits and more, the crowds at 
the show and in the theater were 
definitely hyped.
     However, the musical and back-
stage elements were not the only part 
of her movie. Beyonce also included 
her family in the movie, who consist 
of her husband and rapper, Jay-Z, 
and their three children; her oldest 
daughter Blue Ivy (11 years old), 
her twins Rumi and Sir (6 years old), 
and her mother Tina Knowles. With 
her daughter Blue, Beyonce tells the 
process of how Blue showed inter-
est in performing with Beyonce, and 
with the help of her choreographer 

and co-dance captain Amari Mar-
shall, how Blue’s dream was able to 
turn into a reality. As that was said, 
the audience was able to see how 
Blue was dedicated to her words, 
and how finally, she was able to 
perform alongside her mother dur-
ing two numbers, “My Power” and 
“Black Parade.” 
     However, Beyonce also paid trib-
ute to her Uncle Johnny, who her 
mother revealed stepped in to help 
raise Beyonce, and her younger sis-
ter, Solange, and also would design 
outfits for Destiny’s Child, the girl 
group Beyonce was in alongside 
Kelly Rowland, Michelle Williams, 
LeToya Luckett, and LaTavia Rob-
erson. The last thing she made was 
something to tribute to her past girl 
group, Destiny’s Child, in which she 
created her own girl group called 
Pure Honey, consisting of Kay Ma-
nee, Natalie Imani, Taylor Green, 
and Tiffany Monique Ryan. These 
girls served the purpose of being her 
background singers and vocalists. 
     Overall, the purpose of this movie 
was that this was showing her tour, 
which was her “rebirth” tour, and 
that the film was dedicated to her 
fans, also known as the “Beyhive.” It 
was also about how she was able to 
be in demand on everything for the 
show, despite not feeling heard since 

she is a black woman. Yet she was 
still able to do it; according to her 
choreography/director Fatima Rob-
inson, “ Beyonce is the director of 
this show,” as she refers to her being 
able to pull it off. 
     So regardless of any obstacles try-
ing to stop her, Beyonce only shows 
that she still knows what she’s doing, 
and fans have only loved her even 
more for that. 

Mark Grayson faces off against an unexpected enemy.

(All photos courtesy of Google Images)

Lucy Gray Baird enters the capitol for the first time ac-
companied by a young Coriolanus Snow.

A young Willy Wonka tips his hat with a mischievious grin 
as the crowd behind him looks up in wonder at some of his 
unique creations.

Beyonce performs in a 
glittery body suite dur-
ing one of the prominent 
scenes of her behind the 
scenes documentary. 
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     With the recent passing of Election 
Day on November 7th, the topic of 
presidential elections has resurfaced 
on many young minds. Whether be-
ing allowed to vote or not, the option 
to keep an eye on politics is open 
to all. The most ominous election 
of the western hemisphere is only 
a year away. Incumbent president 
Biden has the most support from the 
Democratic Party, but there are two 
other Democratic candidates who 
have slight chances of being chosen 
as the Democratic party’s candidate. 
They are Speaker and author Mari-
anne Williamson and Congressman 

Dean Phillips. 
     However, the star of the show for 
primaries this year is the Republican 
primary candidates. The Republi-
can party primaries start by weed-
ing out candidates by determining 
how many delegates they receive in 
smaller states, such as New Hamp-
shire and Iowa. 
     A state’s number of delegates is 
calculated by the state’s electoral 
college and that party’s strength in 
the state. Super Tuesday, held in 
March, is when sixteen states hold 
their primaries and one third of the 
total delegates are pledged. For a 
candidate to receive delegates, they 
must get at least 15% of the votes. 

From there, the delegates are propor-
tionally split between candidates that 
have over 15% of the votes. Dur-
ing the primaries, many candidates 
step down due to poor performance 
and lack of delegates. The nominee 
with the most delegates is officially 
chosen at the Republican party na-
tional convention, and the nominee 
declares the vice president that they 
will run with. 
     The focus of the upcoming presi-
dential election is almost completely 
on the Republican primaries, with 
former President Trump having the 
most support thus far. The main can-
didates include Trump, Nikki Haley, 
Viviek Ramaswamy, Ron DeSan-
tis, Ryan Binkley, Asa Hutchinson, 
Chris Christie, and Doug Burgum. 
Ramaswamy received criticism for 
his lack of political experience. For-
mer governor of New Jersey Chris-
tie said to Ramaswamy in a debate 
“he sounds like ChatGPT,” a dig at 
Ramaswamy’s age and experience. 
However, both Ramaswamy and 
Christie have less than 10% of the 
popularity in the polls. A whopping 
60% popularity in the polls went to 
Trump, while second in the lead De-
Santis has merely 13%. 
     Earlier in the year, DeSantis 
and Haley often switched roles as 
Trump’s main competitor. Currently, 
it seems as if Trump is far ahead, and 

Republican presidental canadites at the primary debate in-
teract during a commercial break.

will stay far ahead. However, it is 
difficult to tell what the outcome of 
the primaries will be this early on in 
the year. Taking an educated guess 
and looking at his previous track 
record, it seems obvious that Trump 
will most likely prevail as the Re-
publican party candidate. 
     Around this time next year, many 
will be tracking the electoral college 
map. A presidential candidate must 
receive 270 electoral votes to win 
the presidency, with 538 votes in 
all. When voters are voting for their 
choice of president, they are actu-
ally voting for their state’s electors. 
These electors will then truly vote 
for the future president on the first 
Monday after the second Wednesday 
in November. Since a state’s number 
of electoral votes is dependent on the 
state’s population, popular vote can 
differ. In 2016, Trump only had 46% 
of the popular vote but won the elec-
tion with 303 electoral votes. About 
a month later, the new president and 
vice president get inaugurated. 
     No matter the result of the up-
coming presidential election, the 
thrill of watching each step rivals the 
greatest sporting competitions. The 
importance of pertaining politics as 
a point of unity instead of division 
is more important than ever during 
election season, no matter the type 
of election. 

chief minister (right) greeting a rescued worker (left) as 
others celebrate around them. 
(All photos courtesy of Google Images)

     41 workers have been saved, af-
ter being trapped for 17 days inside 
a tunnel in Uttarakhand state. The 
workers got trapped inside the tunnel 
on November 12 and were rescued 
on the evening of November 28. The 
tunnel is part of Modi’s Char Dham 
Highway route, located under the 
Himalayas. The tunnel collapsed due 
to a landslide on November 12, and 
the workers only exit was blocked 
with more than 200 feet of broken 
rock, concrete and twisted metal. 
     While trapped inside the work-
ers received food, water and oxy-
gen through a 173 foot pipe that 
was inserted through the debris and 
rubble. Authorities said the work-
ers remained in good health whilst 
trapped. Doctors came on site to lend 
their help by communicating with 
the trapped workers, ensuring that 
they were remaining in good health 
and condition. They also provided 

tips on how to remain positive and 
calm throughout this travesty. The 
workers’ families also gathered at 
the tunnel exit to pray for their loved 
ones trapped inside to have a safe 
and speedy exit. 
     After more than 2 weeks of the 
workers being trapped, the rescue 
operations team finally reached a 
long awaited breakthrough. The re-
covery team had to drill an escape 
route through the mountain, where 
they faced many setbacks and tech-
nical problems. The engineers on the 
team first executed their plan by us-
ing heavy machinery to drill through 
the debris. Unfortunately, just meters 
before reaching their goal, the drill 
broke down. This unforeseen bump 
in the road forced workers to take a 
risker approach and use their hands 
to dig through the remaining meters 
of debris. Rescuers also created a 
backup plan in case the initial one 
did not work, so, as the men were 
digging, another team was simulta-
neously drilling downward into the 

mountain terrain as another way to 
reach the trapped workers. However, 
in the end the initial plan proved 
successful. With the drilling com-
pleted, rescuers then pushed a large 
pipe through a part of the exit shaft, 
where the men were then brought to 
safety. 
     The excursion of the last of the 
41 men brought a sense of relief 
upon the nation. The area was filled 
with praise and jubilation from their 

colleagues and loved ones who had 
been waiting and praying for their 
arrival out of the tunnel. 
   Many of the family members 
thanked and praised the rescue op-
erations team members for bringing 
their loved ones out safely. 
     The 41 rescued workers will each 
be given checks of 100,000 rupees 
($1,200) and paid time off for up to 
a month to spend at home with their 
families. 

     Although the conflict in the 
Middle East rages on, new de-
velopments leave a small ray of 
hope. 
     There was a cease-fire an-
nounced on November 24th, 
starting at 7 a.m. local time, 
(12 a.m. EST), in which hos-
tages taken by Hamas and pris-
oners taken by Israel would be 
released. According to Hamas 
officials, the exact number of 
hostages taken is unknown, with 
it being estimated to be around 
240, but as of right now, for ev-
ery hostage released by Hamas, 
Israel is releasing around three 
prisoners, with both groups re-
leasing mostly women and chil-
dren, which was expressed in the 
terms of the cease-fire. On behalf 
of Hamas, 110 hostages were re-
leased, and an estimated 127 still 
remain missing and presumed to 
be in captivity. Israel publicly re-
leased two lists consisting of 350 
Palestinian prisoners who were 

eligible to be released during the 
cease-fire, and 240 of them were 
released, leaving 110 in captivity. 
An assumed ten American citi-
zens were taken into captivity, 
with two having been released, 
but the details on the remaining 
are still unknown. 
     The cease-fire was initially 
planned to last for four days, 
but was extended to seven days. 
Talks were in effect to extend 
the ceasefire for an eighth day, 
but almost immediately after the 
week-long cease-fire, fighting 
resumed. Both sides blame the 
other for the ending of the cease-
fire, with either violations of the 
captive release terms, or events 
of fighting occurring. With the 
fighting resuming, more of Gaza 
is being evacuated, with one of 
the largest cities in Gaza, Khan 
Younis, being on the top of that 
list. 
     According to the United Na-
tions, around three quarters of 
the 2.2 million people resigning 
in Gaza have been displaced in 

some way due to the conflict, 
with that number undoubtedly 
rising. Although the horrors of 
war have unfortunately resumed, 

Ptotesters act in support of a cease-fire against the Palestinains in Gaza

(All photos courtesy of Google Images)

Several countries have 
claims over the area.

      The South China Sea, a critical 
maritime region, has become a focal 
point of international tension, par-
ticularly involving China and sev-
eral other countries with competing 
territorial claims. These waters are 
a major shipping route as well as a 
repository of rich natural resources, 
which adds to their strategic and eco-
nomic significance.
    China’s extensive territorial claims, 
articulated through the “nine-dash 
line,” have been a central cause of 

dispute. This line, first appearing on 
Chinese maps in 1947, encompass-
es almost the entirety of the South 
China Sea, extending hundreds of 
miles south and east from China’s 
Hainan province. Despite historical 
assertions, critics argue that China’s 
claims lack specificity and clar-
ity. The contested areas include the 
Paracel and Spratly Islands, both 
believed to harbor significant natu-
ral resources. Competing claims also 
include Vietnam, the Philippines, 
Malaysia, Brunei, and Taiwan also 
assert territorial rights in the South 
China Sea. Vietnam claims historical 
control over the Paracels and Sprat-
lys, citing active governance since 
the 17th century. The Philippines’ 
claims are based on geographical 
proximity to the Spratly Islands, and 
both the Philippines and China claim 
the Scarborough Shoal. Malaysia 
and Brunei have staked claims with-
in their respective economic exclu-

sion zones as defined by the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of 
the Sea (UNCLOS).
     The dispute has been marked by 
several confrontations and stand-
offs. In response to China’s assertive 
territorial claims and land reclama-
tion efforts, the United States has 
conducted Freedom of Navigation 
Operations (FONOPs) to challenge 
China and support Southeast Asian 
partners. Japan has also provided 
military support to countries like 
the Philippines and Vietnam. The 
U.S. emphasizes the importance of 
maintaining freedom of navigation 
and securing Sea Lines of Commu-
nication (SLOCs), crucial for global 
trade and naval movement. The Per-
manent Court of Arbitration at The 
Hague, in a 2016 ruling on a claim 
brought by the Philippines against 
China under UNCLOS, largely fa-
vored the Philippines. However, Chi-
na, a signatory to UNCLOS, refuses 

to recognize the court’s authority. 
This disregard for international le-
gal mechanisms has raised concerns 
about the effectiveness of diplomatic 
resolution and the potential for mili-
tary escalation in the region. Recent 
developments have seen fluctuating 
tensions. While China has cooled its 
relations with the Philippines and 
Vietnam, it continues to bolster its 
military presence in the region. The 
United States has also increased its 
military activities in the region, re-
inforcing its commitment to freedom 
of navigation.
     In summary, the South China 
Sea dispute is a complex and mul-
tifaceted geopolitical issue involv-
ing historical claims, national pride, 
strategic interests, and the contest 
for natural resources. The ongoing 
tensions highlight the challenges of 
international diplomacy and the risks 
of military confrontation in a glob-
ally significant maritime region.

Presidental elections 2024

conflict in south china sea

War in the Middle east

41 rescued froM collaPsed tunnel

By: Olivia Locandro

By: Ameila Yuen
By: Madison Pacciano

By: Suditi Gocher the occurrence of the cease-fire 
and the release of numerous hos-
tages invoke a feeling of hope for 
all those affected by the war.
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     With the recent passing of Election 
Day on November 7th, the topic of 
presidential elections has resurfaced 
on many young minds. Whether be-
ing allowed to vote or not, the option 
to keep an eye on politics is open 
to all. The most ominous election 
of the western hemisphere is only 
a year away. Incumbent president 
Biden has the most support from the 
Democratic Party, but there are two 
other Democratic candidates who 
have slight chances of being chosen 
as the Democratic party’s candidate. 
They are Speaker and author Mari-
anne Williamson and Congressman 

Dean Phillips. 
     However, the star of the show for 
primaries this year is the Republican 
primary candidates. The Republi-
can party primaries start by weed-
ing out candidates by determining 
how many delegates they receive in 
smaller states, such as New Hamp-
shire and Iowa. 
     A state’s number of delegates is 
calculated by the state’s electoral 
college and that party’s strength in 
the state. Super Tuesday, held in 
March, is when sixteen states hold 
their primaries and one third of the 
total delegates are pledged. For a 
candidate to receive delegates, they 
must get at least 15% of the votes. 

From there, the delegates are propor-
tionally split between candidates that 
have over 15% of the votes. Dur-
ing the primaries, many candidates 
step down due to poor performance 
and lack of delegates. The nominee 
with the most delegates is officially 
chosen at the Republican party na-
tional convention, and the nominee 
declares the vice president that they 
will run with. 
     The focus of the upcoming presi-
dential election is almost completely 
on the Republican primaries, with 
former President Trump having the 
most support thus far. The main can-
didates include Trump, Nikki Haley, 
Viviek Ramaswamy, Ron DeSan-
tis, Ryan Binkley, Asa Hutchinson, 
Chris Christie, and Doug Burgum. 
Ramaswamy received criticism for 
his lack of political experience. For-
mer governor of New Jersey Chris-
tie said to Ramaswamy in a debate 
“he sounds like ChatGPT,” a dig at 
Ramaswamy’s age and experience. 
However, both Ramaswamy and 
Christie have less than 10% of the 
popularity in the polls. A whopping 
60% popularity in the polls went to 
Trump, while second in the lead De-
Santis has merely 13%. 
     Earlier in the year, DeSantis 
and Haley often switched roles as 
Trump’s main competitor. Currently, 
it seems as if Trump is far ahead, and 

Republican presidental canadites at the primary debate in-
teract during a commercial break.

will stay far ahead. However, it is 
difficult to tell what the outcome of 
the primaries will be this early on in 
the year. Taking an educated guess 
and looking at his previous track 
record, it seems obvious that Trump 
will most likely prevail as the Re-
publican party candidate. 
     Around this time next year, many 
will be tracking the electoral college 
map. A presidential candidate must 
receive 270 electoral votes to win 
the presidency, with 538 votes in 
all. When voters are voting for their 
choice of president, they are actu-
ally voting for their state’s electors. 
These electors will then truly vote 
for the future president on the first 
Monday after the second Wednesday 
in November. Since a state’s number 
of electoral votes is dependent on the 
state’s population, popular vote can 
differ. In 2016, Trump only had 46% 
of the popular vote but won the elec-
tion with 303 electoral votes. About 
a month later, the new president and 
vice president get inaugurated. 
     No matter the result of the up-
coming presidential election, the 
thrill of watching each step rivals the 
greatest sporting competitions. The 
importance of pertaining politics as 
a point of unity instead of division 
is more important than ever during 
election season, no matter the type 
of election. 

chief minister (right) greeting a rescued worker (left) as 
others celebrate around them. 
(All photos courtesy of Google Images)

     41 workers have been saved, af-
ter being trapped for 17 days inside 
a tunnel in Uttarakhand state. The 
workers got trapped inside the tunnel 
on November 12 and were rescued 
on the evening of November 28. The 
tunnel is part of Modi’s Char Dham 
Highway route, located under the 
Himalayas. The tunnel collapsed due 
to a landslide on November 12, and 
the workers only exit was blocked 
with more than 200 feet of broken 
rock, concrete and twisted metal. 
     While trapped inside the work-
ers received food, water and oxy-
gen through a 173 foot pipe that 
was inserted through the debris and 
rubble. Authorities said the work-
ers remained in good health whilst 
trapped. Doctors came on site to lend 
their help by communicating with 
the trapped workers, ensuring that 
they were remaining in good health 
and condition. They also provided 

tips on how to remain positive and 
calm throughout this travesty. The 
workers’ families also gathered at 
the tunnel exit to pray for their loved 
ones trapped inside to have a safe 
and speedy exit. 
     After more than 2 weeks of the 
workers being trapped, the rescue 
operations team finally reached a 
long awaited breakthrough. The re-
covery team had to drill an escape 
route through the mountain, where 
they faced many setbacks and tech-
nical problems. The engineers on the 
team first executed their plan by us-
ing heavy machinery to drill through 
the debris. Unfortunately, just meters 
before reaching their goal, the drill 
broke down. This unforeseen bump 
in the road forced workers to take a 
risker approach and use their hands 
to dig through the remaining meters 
of debris. Rescuers also created a 
backup plan in case the initial one 
did not work, so, as the men were 
digging, another team was simulta-
neously drilling downward into the 

mountain terrain as another way to 
reach the trapped workers. However, 
in the end the initial plan proved 
successful. With the drilling com-
pleted, rescuers then pushed a large 
pipe through a part of the exit shaft, 
where the men were then brought to 
safety. 
     The excursion of the last of the 
41 men brought a sense of relief 
upon the nation. The area was filled 
with praise and jubilation from their 

colleagues and loved ones who had 
been waiting and praying for their 
arrival out of the tunnel. 
   Many of the family members 
thanked and praised the rescue op-
erations team members for bringing 
their loved ones out safely. 
     The 41 rescued workers will each 
be given checks of 100,000 rupees 
($1,200) and paid time off for up to 
a month to spend at home with their 
families. 

     Although the conflict in the 
Middle East rages on, new de-
velopments leave a small ray of 
hope. 
     There was a cease-fire an-
nounced on November 24th, 
starting at 7 a.m. local time, 
(12 a.m. EST), in which hos-
tages taken by Hamas and pris-
oners taken by Israel would be 
released. According to Hamas 
officials, the exact number of 
hostages taken is unknown, with 
it being estimated to be around 
240, but as of right now, for ev-
ery hostage released by Hamas, 
Israel is releasing around three 
prisoners, with both groups re-
leasing mostly women and chil-
dren, which was expressed in the 
terms of the cease-fire. On behalf 
of Hamas, 110 hostages were re-
leased, and an estimated 127 still 
remain missing and presumed to 
be in captivity. Israel publicly re-
leased two lists consisting of 350 
Palestinian prisoners who were 

eligible to be released during the 
cease-fire, and 240 of them were 
released, leaving 110 in captivity. 
An assumed ten American citi-
zens were taken into captivity, 
with two having been released, 
but the details on the remaining 
are still unknown. 
     The cease-fire was initially 
planned to last for four days, 
but was extended to seven days. 
Talks were in effect to extend 
the ceasefire for an eighth day, 
but almost immediately after the 
week-long cease-fire, fighting 
resumed. Both sides blame the 
other for the ending of the cease-
fire, with either violations of the 
captive release terms, or events 
of fighting occurring. With the 
fighting resuming, more of Gaza 
is being evacuated, with one of 
the largest cities in Gaza, Khan 
Younis, being on the top of that 
list. 
     According to the United Na-
tions, around three quarters of 
the 2.2 million people resigning 
in Gaza have been displaced in 

some way due to the conflict, 
with that number undoubtedly 
rising. Although the horrors of 
war have unfortunately resumed, 

Ptotesters act in support of a cease-fire against the Palestinains in Gaza

(All photos courtesy of Google Images)

Several countries have 
claims over the area.

      The South China Sea, a critical 
maritime region, has become a focal 
point of international tension, par-
ticularly involving China and sev-
eral other countries with competing 
territorial claims. These waters are 
a major shipping route as well as a 
repository of rich natural resources, 
which adds to their strategic and eco-
nomic significance.
    China’s extensive territorial claims, 
articulated through the “nine-dash 
line,” have been a central cause of 

dispute. This line, first appearing on 
Chinese maps in 1947, encompass-
es almost the entirety of the South 
China Sea, extending hundreds of 
miles south and east from China’s 
Hainan province. Despite historical 
assertions, critics argue that China’s 
claims lack specificity and clar-
ity. The contested areas include the 
Paracel and Spratly Islands, both 
believed to harbor significant natu-
ral resources. Competing claims also 
include Vietnam, the Philippines, 
Malaysia, Brunei, and Taiwan also 
assert territorial rights in the South 
China Sea. Vietnam claims historical 
control over the Paracels and Sprat-
lys, citing active governance since 
the 17th century. The Philippines’ 
claims are based on geographical 
proximity to the Spratly Islands, and 
both the Philippines and China claim 
the Scarborough Shoal. Malaysia 
and Brunei have staked claims with-
in their respective economic exclu-

sion zones as defined by the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of 
the Sea (UNCLOS).
     The dispute has been marked by 
several confrontations and stand-
offs. In response to China’s assertive 
territorial claims and land reclama-
tion efforts, the United States has 
conducted Freedom of Navigation 
Operations (FONOPs) to challenge 
China and support Southeast Asian 
partners. Japan has also provided 
military support to countries like 
the Philippines and Vietnam. The 
U.S. emphasizes the importance of 
maintaining freedom of navigation 
and securing Sea Lines of Commu-
nication (SLOCs), crucial for global 
trade and naval movement. The Per-
manent Court of Arbitration at The 
Hague, in a 2016 ruling on a claim 
brought by the Philippines against 
China under UNCLOS, largely fa-
vored the Philippines. However, Chi-
na, a signatory to UNCLOS, refuses 

to recognize the court’s authority. 
This disregard for international le-
gal mechanisms has raised concerns 
about the effectiveness of diplomatic 
resolution and the potential for mili-
tary escalation in the region. Recent 
developments have seen fluctuating 
tensions. While China has cooled its 
relations with the Philippines and 
Vietnam, it continues to bolster its 
military presence in the region. The 
United States has also increased its 
military activities in the region, re-
inforcing its commitment to freedom 
of navigation.
     In summary, the South China 
Sea dispute is a complex and mul-
tifaceted geopolitical issue involv-
ing historical claims, national pride, 
strategic interests, and the contest 
for natural resources. The ongoing 
tensions highlight the challenges of 
international diplomacy and the risks 
of military confrontation in a glob-
ally significant maritime region.

Presidental elections 2024

conflict in south china sea

War in the Middle east

41 rescued froM collaPsed tunnel

By: Olivia Locandro

By: Ameila Yuen
By: Madison Pacciano

By: Suditi Gocher the occurrence of the cease-fire 
and the release of numerous hos-
tages invoke a feeling of hope for 
all those affected by the war.
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Christmas concert dazzles crowd   
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Sweeney relishes revenge 
as Lovett fawns over him. 
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The entire concert band performs “Sleigh Ride” as the 
final piece of the Christmas Concert

(All photos courtesy of STA Publications)

     On November 17th-19th, audi-
ences attended the tale of Swee-
ney Todd: The Demon Barber 
of Fleet Street, a musical detail-
ing the story of a murderous bar-
ber with his heart set on revenge. 
     The show opens with the entire 
ensemble surrounding the coffin of 
Sweeney Todd (Michael Corradino 
‘24). He bursts from the coffin, and 
the show begins. Anthony Hope 
(Sean Lacko ‘24) returns with Todd 
to London, after sailing for months. 
Todd returns to Fleet Street and is 
greeted by Mrs. Lovett (Viviana 
Rodriguez ‘24), a crazy widow who 
runs the pie shop below his previous 
barber shop. Lovett tells how Judge 
Turpin (Matthew Gluchowski ‘24) 
had a man named Benjamin Barker 
wrongfully banished and assaulted 
Barker’s wife. The wife poisoned 
herself after, and Turpin raised her 
daughter as his. Todd reveals himself 
to be Barker, escaped from prison. 
Becoming a barber again, he vows 

to avenge his wife and kill Turpin. 
     Anthony spots a beautiful young 
woman, but is warned by an insane 
beggar woman (Amanda Ponik ‘24) 
to stay away from the girl, who is 
Judge Turpin’s ward. Falling in-
stantly in love, he speaks to Johanna 
(Elizabeth Bera ‘25) anyway, before 
the couple is interrupted by Turpin. 
Beadle Bamford (Matt Andrei Gui-
po ‘24) warns Anthony that harm 
will come if he should continue to 
see Johanna. Turpin declares his 
intent to marry her himself, and 
Anthony makes plans to elope with 
Johanna. Todd agrees to hide her in 
his shop, eager to see his daughter. 
     Adolfo Pirelli (Gabriella Morelli 
‘24) and his young assistant, Toby, 
(Francesca Smullen-Dempsey ‘26) 
visit Todd, and Pirelli attempts to 
blackmail him with knowledge of 
his past. Instead of submitting, he 
kills Pirelli. Todd and Lovett decide 
to bake Pirelli into a meat pie to hide 
the evidence Toby works at the shop 
and garners suspicion for Todd. In 

Name:
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response, Lovett locks Toby in the 
bakehouse to distract him. Todd in-
stalls a special chair in his barber 
shop that allows corpses to be sent to 
the bakehouse of the pie shop. When 
Beadle Bamford visits, Todd kills 
him, sending him down the chute. 
Terrified, Toby flees and hides.
     Anthony visits Johanna in the asy-
lum run by Jonas Fogg (Jasmine Tor-
res ‘24). After a treacherous escape, 
Johanna and Anthony make it  out. 
The beggar woman enters, looking 
for the Beadle. In a fury, Todd kills 
her, knowing the Judge is on his way. 
     Turpin enters, but is quickly 
silenced with a razor. Todd then 
rushes to the bakehouse. He rec-
ognizes the beggar woman as his 
wife, Lucy. Overcome with grief 
and rage, Todd throws Lovett into 
the fires. Toby returns, using the 
razor to kill Todd. He begins to 
make the pies, repeating nursery 
rhymes to himself. The ensemble 
returns for a final haunting number.
      Both cast and crew went to see 

the current Broadway show on Oc-
tober 25 to prepare for their excit-
ing debut. Smullen-Dempsey said 
“It was definitely exciting to see the 
professional performance…(It) was 
excellent, but it was underwhelm-
ing compared to our production.”
    Many audience members came 
back to view the show several 
times over the course of its run. 
The combination of stunning vo-
cals, talented actors, a stellar score, 
amazing costumes, an impres-
sive set, and a passionate team of 
adults, Sweeney Todd left audi-
ences saying “God, that’s good!”
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     On December 8th and 9th, director 
Joseph Cullinan and the music depart-
ment held the 26th Annual Christmas 
Concert in the school’s main gym. 
     Both the choir and band groups 
have been preparing for this event 

since the beginning of the school 
year. The concert was a magnifi-
cent display of the talent present 
in the music department and the 
festivities of the Christmas season. 
Many iconic Christmas songs were 
put on for the crowds each night.
     The night began with the Concert 

Choir group taking the stage, open-
ing the show with a rendition of Joy 
to the World followed by I Heard 
the Bells on Christmas Day and a 
haunting rendition of Midwinter’s 
Chill. The Select Choir impressed 
everyone with their performances 
of mostly a capella numbers. A real 
show-stopping number for them was 
the Christmas novelty Fruitcake, 
which included various ingredients 
being added to a mixing bowl, such 
as flour, cinnamon, lemon peels, and 
an egg that was eventually cracked 
on senior Celeste Popola’s head. 
Cullinan ended the choir portion of 
the concert with a rendition of Do 
You Hear What I Hear? inviting 
Alumni to come up and sing with 
the choir. This number is tradition-
ally the song that ends the choir 
portion of the Christmas concerts.
     The Jazz Band opened the second 
act of the concert. They performed 
songs such as Baby, It’s Cold Outside 
and You’re A Mean One, Mr. Grinch 
with vocal accompaniment from se-
nior Sean Lacko. After the Jazz Bad 
finished their set, the Concert Band 

joined in on the festivities, playing 
memorable Christmas tunes like 
Fanfare to the Faithful and A Bellis-
tic Christmas. The penultimate song 
of the Christmas Concert each year 
is a rendition of O Holy Night. This 
year, it was sung by senior Popola. 
The song that closed the concert was 
Sleigh Ride. Similar to Do You Hear 
What I Hear? and O Holy Night, this 
song is a staple for all of the Christ-
mas concerts. Much like the ending 
of the choir portion, Cullinan in-
vited Alumni to be a part of the fun.
     The Christmas Concert was a 
major success. Both the students 
involved and the audience mem-
bers who attended had a great deal 
of fun. Cullinan expressed his pride 
in all of the hard work the students 
had put into the concert. The three 
months of preparation had paid off 
in the end. Though this exciting 
chapter has come to an end, the Saint 
Thomas Aquinas Music Department 
will continue to perform. The band 
groups and choir groups intend to 
return for their Spring Concert With-
out A Theme in the Spring of 2024.
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The entire concert band performs “Sleigh Ride” as the 
final piece of the Christmas Concert

(All photos courtesy of STA Publications)

     On November 17th-19th, audi-
ences attended the tale of Swee-
ney Todd: The Demon Barber 
of Fleet Street, a musical detail-
ing the story of a murderous bar-
ber with his heart set on revenge. 
     The show opens with the entire 
ensemble surrounding the coffin of 
Sweeney Todd (Michael Corradino 
‘24). He bursts from the coffin, and 
the show begins. Anthony Hope 
(Sean Lacko ‘24) returns with Todd 
to London, after sailing for months. 
Todd returns to Fleet Street and is 
greeted by Mrs. Lovett (Viviana 
Rodriguez ‘24), a crazy widow who 
runs the pie shop below his previous 
barber shop. Lovett tells how Judge 
Turpin (Matthew Gluchowski ‘24) 
had a man named Benjamin Barker 
wrongfully banished and assaulted 
Barker’s wife. The wife poisoned 
herself after, and Turpin raised her 
daughter as his. Todd reveals himself 
to be Barker, escaped from prison. 
Becoming a barber again, he vows 

to avenge his wife and kill Turpin. 
     Anthony spots a beautiful young 
woman, but is warned by an insane 
beggar woman (Amanda Ponik ‘24) 
to stay away from the girl, who is 
Judge Turpin’s ward. Falling in-
stantly in love, he speaks to Johanna 
(Elizabeth Bera ‘25) anyway, before 
the couple is interrupted by Turpin. 
Beadle Bamford (Matt Andrei Gui-
po ‘24) warns Anthony that harm 
will come if he should continue to 
see Johanna. Turpin declares his 
intent to marry her himself, and 
Anthony makes plans to elope with 
Johanna. Todd agrees to hide her in 
his shop, eager to see his daughter. 
     Adolfo Pirelli (Gabriella Morelli 
‘24) and his young assistant, Toby, 
(Francesca Smullen-Dempsey ‘26) 
visit Todd, and Pirelli attempts to 
blackmail him with knowledge of 
his past. Instead of submitting, he 
kills Pirelli. Todd and Lovett decide 
to bake Pirelli into a meat pie to hide 
the evidence Toby works at the shop 
and garners suspicion for Todd. In 
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response, Lovett locks Toby in the 
bakehouse to distract him. Todd in-
stalls a special chair in his barber 
shop that allows corpses to be sent to 
the bakehouse of the pie shop. When 
Beadle Bamford visits, Todd kills 
him, sending him down the chute. 
Terrified, Toby flees and hides.
     Anthony visits Johanna in the asy-
lum run by Jonas Fogg (Jasmine Tor-
res ‘24). After a treacherous escape, 
Johanna and Anthony make it  out. 
The beggar woman enters, looking 
for the Beadle. In a fury, Todd kills 
her, knowing the Judge is on his way. 
     Turpin enters, but is quickly 
silenced with a razor. Todd then 
rushes to the bakehouse. He rec-
ognizes the beggar woman as his 
wife, Lucy. Overcome with grief 
and rage, Todd throws Lovett into 
the fires. Toby returns, using the 
razor to kill Todd. He begins to 
make the pies, repeating nursery 
rhymes to himself. The ensemble 
returns for a final haunting number.
      Both cast and crew went to see 

the current Broadway show on Oc-
tober 25 to prepare for their excit-
ing debut. Smullen-Dempsey said 
“It was definitely exciting to see the 
professional performance…(It) was 
excellent, but it was underwhelm-
ing compared to our production.”
    Many audience members came 
back to view the show several 
times over the course of its run. 
The combination of stunning vo-
cals, talented actors, a stellar score, 
amazing costumes, an impres-
sive set, and a passionate team of 
adults, Sweeney Todd left audi-
ences saying “God, that’s good!”
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     On December 8th and 9th, director 
Joseph Cullinan and the music depart-
ment held the 26th Annual Christmas 
Concert in the school’s main gym. 
     Both the choir and band groups 
have been preparing for this event 

since the beginning of the school 
year. The concert was a magnifi-
cent display of the talent present 
in the music department and the 
festivities of the Christmas season. 
Many iconic Christmas songs were 
put on for the crowds each night.
     The night began with the Concert 

Choir group taking the stage, open-
ing the show with a rendition of Joy 
to the World followed by I Heard 
the Bells on Christmas Day and a 
haunting rendition of Midwinter’s 
Chill. The Select Choir impressed 
everyone with their performances 
of mostly a capella numbers. A real 
show-stopping number for them was 
the Christmas novelty Fruitcake, 
which included various ingredients 
being added to a mixing bowl, such 
as flour, cinnamon, lemon peels, and 
an egg that was eventually cracked 
on senior Celeste Popola’s head. 
Cullinan ended the choir portion of 
the concert with a rendition of Do 
You Hear What I Hear? inviting 
Alumni to come up and sing with 
the choir. This number is tradition-
ally the song that ends the choir 
portion of the Christmas concerts.
     The Jazz Band opened the second 
act of the concert. They performed 
songs such as Baby, It’s Cold Outside 
and You’re A Mean One, Mr. Grinch 
with vocal accompaniment from se-
nior Sean Lacko. After the Jazz Bad 
finished their set, the Concert Band 

joined in on the festivities, playing 
memorable Christmas tunes like 
Fanfare to the Faithful and A Bellis-
tic Christmas. The penultimate song 
of the Christmas Concert each year 
is a rendition of O Holy Night. This 
year, it was sung by senior Popola. 
The song that closed the concert was 
Sleigh Ride. Similar to Do You Hear 
What I Hear? and O Holy Night, this 
song is a staple for all of the Christ-
mas concerts. Much like the ending 
of the choir portion, Cullinan in-
vited Alumni to be a part of the fun.
     The Christmas Concert was a 
major success. Both the students 
involved and the audience mem-
bers who attended had a great deal 
of fun. Cullinan expressed his pride 
in all of the hard work the students 
had put into the concert. The three 
months of preparation had paid off 
in the end. Though this exciting 
chapter has come to an end, the Saint 
Thomas Aquinas Music Department 
will continue to perform. The band 
groups and choir groups intend to 
return for their Spring Concert With-
out A Theme in the Spring of 2024.
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     As basketball season begins with a 
fresh start, the team is extremely op-
timistic about its chances of securing 
big victories in this upcoming season 
and defining the simple fact that for 
these young men, the sky’s the limit.
     Every bit of success from last 
season has seamlessly transitioned 
into this season and can be attrib-
uted to hard work and dedication on 
all fronts. Even prior to the season, 
when not on the court, these players 
were giving it their all by pumping 
iron and doing cardio in the weight 
room.
     It is worth noting that although 
these players put in unmatched ef-

Gavin Sansone goes for a 3 
at the buzzer.

Beniamino DiCocco ready to take his opponent.
(All photos courtesy of STA  Publications)

     This season the wrestling team 
will be one to watch! With many re-
turners as well as a handful of new 
talent, the team is gearing up to have 
an amazing season. 
     With practices just starting, the 
team is in full gear preparing for this 

By: William Owens

By: Catherine Frost

Brielle Cubala back-
strokes to the finish.

By: Nicole Casas

Brianna Trenery cheers 
for her classmates at a 
rival basketball game.

By: Ashley Wall

Gianna Chuffo shoots 
over the head of a de-
fender. 

By Isabella DePasqualeVictoria Aldridge aims 
down the alley for a 
strike.

By: Matthew Gluchowski

The Court Heats Up

This season’s ‘breakdown’

Let’s ‘dive’ in

‘ B r a c i n g ’  t h e m s e l v e s  f o r  s u c c e s s

Hoping for  v ic tory ‘ S h o o t i n g ’  f o r  t h e  s t a r s
     The swim team is heading towards 
a great season with a short schedule 
because they swim in the Red Divi-
sion. The season opens on December 
20th, against South Brunswick, and 
the GMC Championship will be held 
on January 27, 2024.
     Although a smaller team com-
pared to the other teams in the divi-
sion they will be going up against, 
they have been working harder than 
ever to ensure great success. The 
team is coached by Amanda Cleve-
land-Miller and led by captains Kait-
lin Hall (‘25) and Hailey Zeszotarski 
(‘25). They all work towards making 
the team feel more like a family than 
a team with their consistent holiday 
celebrations, which help to create a 
bond beyond the pool. 
     The team practices three times 
a week from 5:50 a.m. to 7 a.m. at 
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edi-
son, as well as doing weight room 
twice a week. Coach Cleveland-
Miller said: “I am exceptionally 
proud of what our captains have al-
ready put in to build a team that is 
willing to put a lot of hard work in 
and out of the pool. 5:50 a.m prac-
tices are not easy, but I have had the 
most consistent attendance in the 
history of my coaching. The team is 

     As the sideline season comes to a 
close, the cheerleading team is back 
and better than ever this winter, and 
is ready for a busy, but successful 
season. 
     Things look a bit different for 
the team this year. For the first time 
in a long time, the team consists of 
two separate competitive teams, one 

being the Game Day Competition 
Team. This team has a heavy focus 
on clean motions, classic stunts, 
good technique, and high energy. 
They’ve already had a successful 
start to their season, as they placed 
4th at GMC’s on October 22nd, 
and 2nd place at their most recent 
competition. The girls take the mat 
next on January 7, 2024 at the Bar-
ons XTreme Competition at Wood-
bridge, where the other competition 
team, The All Music Performance 
Team, is excited to debut its routine 
for the first time. The routine has a 
focus on fun, exciting new stunts, 
choreography, jumps, and tumbling. 
     Both competitive teams are ex-
cited for their upcoming seasons, 
and have been working hard both on 
and off the mat to perfect their skills 
and techniques. At the end of their 
seasons, both teams will compete 
at states on February 24th and 25th 
of 2024 at Brookdale Community 
College, attempting to take the title 

home as state champions. This year, 
the team is led by head coach, Char-
lotte Caporrino (‘13), assistant coach 
Julia Fedor (‘17), and captains, Ava 
Edge (‘24), Elizabeth Negron (‘25) 
and Tabitha Apollon (‘25). The lead-
ers of the team have been support-
ing, encouraging and challenging 
the team to be the best they can be. 
Apollon shared her thoughts about 
the upcoming competition season: “I 
have a very good feeling about this 
season because, despite several inju-
ries, we still manage to re-work the 
routine. I am very excited to com-
pete so we can show not only STA, 
but everyone else competing that we 
are an amazing team. I can’t wait to 
show everyone that we are a great 
group of girls, and I’m super blessed 
to be able to work with all my girls.”
     Along with putting a lot of ef-
fort into competition routines, they 
brought school spirit and pride at the 
Winter Pep Rally on December 14th, 
where the girls cheered on their fel-

low teams and athletes, as they also 
began their season.
     Coach Caporrino (‘13) shared her 
excitement for this season: “We are 
excited to compete in two divisions 
this competition season. Our two 
routines are fun and challenging. We 
have a great lineup of local compe-
titions and hope to see some Trojan 
fans in the stands!”

     The girls and boys bowling teams 
are striking the winter sports season 
with a great start! 
     Led by coaches Richard Maddock 
and Chris Wilton (‘16), these teams 
have worked hard and are ready for 
an incredible season. The girls team 
is led by Victoria Aldridge (‘24), 
who has been on the team since her 
freshman year and is ready to lead 
the girls team all the way her final 

     The girls basketball team is look-
ing forward to having a promising 
season. They have been working 
hard and diligently every day. Coach 
Tim Corrigan said: “I am very excit-
ed for the season to start. We’ve got 
a lot of really good players coming 
back and a lot of really good play-
ers coming in either as transfers or 
freshmen. We have a lot of talent and 
hard workers. We expect to have a 
very successful and fun season.” 
     Leading the team are captains 
Gianna Chuffo (‘25) and Adrianna 
Summersett (‘25), who have been 

year. 
     Aldridge won a 3-1 victory over 
J.P. Stevens, and shared her hopes 
for the season: “I look forward to 
enhancing and building upon the 
skills of the new bowlers that joined, 
as well as winning another state sec-
tional championship as the captain of 
the team.”

ready for the season.”
     The leaders of the team shared 
their goals for the season along 
with coach Cleveland-Miller say-
ing: “The team is hoping to hold its 
own in the exceptionally strong Red 
Division of the GMC. All are return-
ing GMC All-Conference swim-
mers. I expect to return to the Meet 
of Champions with Individual event 
qualifier Samantha Villacis (‘26) and 
relay qualifiers, Villacis, Hall, and 
Gianna Socio (‘27).” The captains 
shared that their main goal this sea-
son is to “place in the top 3 in GMCs 
and make it to states”.
     With their hard work and dedica-
tion, the team is ready for their 2023-
2024 meet season to begin.

fort, they would not see the full po-
tential of what they could do without 
coaches and coordinators who work 
to their full extent to provide the 
best opportunities and best chances 
for them to succeed. Head coach 
and Vice Principal, Robert Turco, 
epitomizes this perfectly. Although 
these players are known for their 
overflowing talent, all credit goes 
to him for organizing this talent and 
utilizing it where it is necessary on 
the team. 
     The efforts of the individuals be-
hind the scenes are also important to 
note as a major role in this team’s 
past successes and its auspicious fu-
ture. From the rehabilitation team to 
even custodians who keep the court 
in tip-top shape, when all wheels are 
rolling, this team is unstoppable.
     The first official game was on 
December 14th against J.P. Stevens. 
The hard work and talent of these 
players were on full display through-
out the entirety of this game. And in 
the end the boys pulled out the win.  
They will continue their hard work 
throughout the entire season, no 
matter how daunting the upcoming 
schedule may seem. 
     Can these young men secure an-
other consecutive GMC title this sea-
son? Stay tuned to find out and you 
will see what these young men are 
truly capable of!

upcoming season. The boy’s wres-
tling coaches are Nicholas Tonzola 
(‘88), Vincent Gioffre, and Gabriel 
Roman. The girls wrestling team is 
also coached by Roman. 
     The team’s first match was on 
December 15th against Arthur L. 
Johnson High School. It was certain-
ly a memorable match. This year’s 

boys team has three returning state 
qualifiers: Jahir Aguilar (‘25), Ste-
ven Coghan (‘24), and Beniamino 
DiCocco (‘24). When asked about 
the upcoming season, DiCocco said: 
“I’m looking forward to the season. 
We have a bunch of great, talented 

working together to help improve 
and understand each other’s strengths 
and weaknesses. The team has been 
putting in a lot of time and effort into 
their practices. Chuffo  said: “I think 
that our practices started off a little 
shaky, but with the more practices 
we have we should be fine through-
out the season.” The team had their 
first scrimmage on December 4th. 
     This season the girls are looking 
forward to playing a lot of different 
teams. They had their first game on 
December 14th against North Bruns-
wick High School and their first 
home game against Old Bridge will 
be on December 21st. They faced 
off against Cherokee on December 
17th and will be playing against 
Ocean Township on February 3rd. 
Summersett shared that most of the 
teams they will be playing this year 
are teams that are definitely beat-
able. “I am excited for our out of 
league games, because those are re-
ally tough teams, like Cherokee and 
Ocean Township. I think that these 
will be good games to test our abili-
ties to play.”
     The team continues to set goals to 
achieve, as Chuffo says: “I think we 
are going to win our 5th GMC and 
grow as a group. Hopefully we will 
win our Non-public A bracket for 
States next year.” 

“I look forward to enhanc-
ing and building upon the 
skills of the new bowlers 
that joined, as well as win-
ning another state sec-
tional championship as the 
captain of the team.”

- Victoria Aldridge

     The boys team is led by Matthew 
Gluchowski (‘24), who’s been a 
member of the team since his sopho-
more year and Anthony Campora 
(‘24), who’s been a member of the 
team since his freshman year.
     All of these members are ready 
to have a lot of fun bowling their se-
nior year, and have big plans to lead 
their respective teams to victory this 
season.

“I’m looking forward to 
the season. We have a 
bunch of great, talented 
guys on the team that I 
believe can get us our 
first GMC title”.

- Beniamino DiCocco

     The team has a lot to prove this 
season, and is determined to be on 
top, and build off its success. 

guys on the team that I believe can 
get us our first GMC title”.
     The girls team includes return-
ing state qualifiers Saniyah Queen 
(‘25) and MaKayla Decker (‘25). 

The team is still looking to go far 
this season, despite losing quality se-
niors, as well as looking forward to 
earning its sixth consecutive division 
championship. 
     When asked about the girls’ sea-
son, Alessandra Socio (‘25) said: “I 
am excited for this upcoming season 
because there are a lot of new girls, 
who have all adapted and fit in very 
well on the team.” Coach Roman 
added: “I am excited to see how far 
our team will be able to go this sea-
son. We are looking to win a division 
title this year and for 5 of our athletes 
to qualify for the state tournament.”
     The very talented team has many 
newcomers. This program is a place 
where people who are experienced 
or novices are welcome. This gives 
everyone the opportunity to try the 
sport and see if it’s for them. All are 
looking forward to what this upcom-
ing season will bring. For now they 
are still working very hard at practice 
to prepare for their future matches!

“We are excited to compete 
in two divisions this competi-
tion season... We have a great 
lineup of local competitions 
and hope to see some Trojan 
fans in the stands!”

- Coach Caporrino
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     As basketball season begins with a 
fresh start, the team is extremely op-
timistic about its chances of securing 
big victories in this upcoming season 
and defining the simple fact that for 
these young men, the sky’s the limit.
     Every bit of success from last 
season has seamlessly transitioned 
into this season and can be attrib-
uted to hard work and dedication on 
all fronts. Even prior to the season, 
when not on the court, these players 
were giving it their all by pumping 
iron and doing cardio in the weight 
room.
     It is worth noting that although 
these players put in unmatched ef-

Gavin Sansone goes for a 3 
at the buzzer.

Beniamino DiCocco ready to take his opponent.
(All photos courtesy of STA  Publications)

     This season the wrestling team 
will be one to watch! With many re-
turners as well as a handful of new 
talent, the team is gearing up to have 
an amazing season. 
     With practices just starting, the 
team is in full gear preparing for this 

By: William Owens

By: Catherine Frost

Brielle Cubala back-
strokes to the finish.

By: Nicole Casas

Brianna Trenery cheers 
for her classmates at a 
rival basketball game.

By: Ashley Wall

Gianna Chuffo shoots 
over the head of a de-
fender. 

By Isabella DePasqualeVictoria Aldridge aims 
down the alley for a 
strike.

By: Matthew Gluchowski

The Court Heats Up

This season’s ‘breakdown’

Let’s ‘dive’ in

‘ B r a c i n g ’  t h e m s e l v e s  f o r  s u c c e s s

Hoping for  v ic tory ‘ S h o o t i n g ’  f o r  t h e  s t a r s
     The swim team is heading towards 
a great season with a short schedule 
because they swim in the Red Divi-
sion. The season opens on December 
20th, against South Brunswick, and 
the GMC Championship will be held 
on January 27, 2024.
     Although a smaller team com-
pared to the other teams in the divi-
sion they will be going up against, 
they have been working harder than 
ever to ensure great success. The 
team is coached by Amanda Cleve-
land-Miller and led by captains Kait-
lin Hall (‘25) and Hailey Zeszotarski 
(‘25). They all work towards making 
the team feel more like a family than 
a team with their consistent holiday 
celebrations, which help to create a 
bond beyond the pool. 
     The team practices three times 
a week from 5:50 a.m. to 7 a.m. at 
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edi-
son, as well as doing weight room 
twice a week. Coach Cleveland-
Miller said: “I am exceptionally 
proud of what our captains have al-
ready put in to build a team that is 
willing to put a lot of hard work in 
and out of the pool. 5:50 a.m prac-
tices are not easy, but I have had the 
most consistent attendance in the 
history of my coaching. The team is 

     As the sideline season comes to a 
close, the cheerleading team is back 
and better than ever this winter, and 
is ready for a busy, but successful 
season. 
     Things look a bit different for 
the team this year. For the first time 
in a long time, the team consists of 
two separate competitive teams, one 

being the Game Day Competition 
Team. This team has a heavy focus 
on clean motions, classic stunts, 
good technique, and high energy. 
They’ve already had a successful 
start to their season, as they placed 
4th at GMC’s on October 22nd, 
and 2nd place at their most recent 
competition. The girls take the mat 
next on January 7, 2024 at the Bar-
ons XTreme Competition at Wood-
bridge, where the other competition 
team, The All Music Performance 
Team, is excited to debut its routine 
for the first time. The routine has a 
focus on fun, exciting new stunts, 
choreography, jumps, and tumbling. 
     Both competitive teams are ex-
cited for their upcoming seasons, 
and have been working hard both on 
and off the mat to perfect their skills 
and techniques. At the end of their 
seasons, both teams will compete 
at states on February 24th and 25th 
of 2024 at Brookdale Community 
College, attempting to take the title 

home as state champions. This year, 
the team is led by head coach, Char-
lotte Caporrino (‘13), assistant coach 
Julia Fedor (‘17), and captains, Ava 
Edge (‘24), Elizabeth Negron (‘25) 
and Tabitha Apollon (‘25). The lead-
ers of the team have been support-
ing, encouraging and challenging 
the team to be the best they can be. 
Apollon shared her thoughts about 
the upcoming competition season: “I 
have a very good feeling about this 
season because, despite several inju-
ries, we still manage to re-work the 
routine. I am very excited to com-
pete so we can show not only STA, 
but everyone else competing that we 
are an amazing team. I can’t wait to 
show everyone that we are a great 
group of girls, and I’m super blessed 
to be able to work with all my girls.”
     Along with putting a lot of ef-
fort into competition routines, they 
brought school spirit and pride at the 
Winter Pep Rally on December 14th, 
where the girls cheered on their fel-

low teams and athletes, as they also 
began their season.
     Coach Caporrino (‘13) shared her 
excitement for this season: “We are 
excited to compete in two divisions 
this competition season. Our two 
routines are fun and challenging. We 
have a great lineup of local compe-
titions and hope to see some Trojan 
fans in the stands!”

     The girls and boys bowling teams 
are striking the winter sports season 
with a great start! 
     Led by coaches Richard Maddock 
and Chris Wilton (‘16), these teams 
have worked hard and are ready for 
an incredible season. The girls team 
is led by Victoria Aldridge (‘24), 
who has been on the team since her 
freshman year and is ready to lead 
the girls team all the way her final 

     The girls basketball team is look-
ing forward to having a promising 
season. They have been working 
hard and diligently every day. Coach 
Tim Corrigan said: “I am very excit-
ed for the season to start. We’ve got 
a lot of really good players coming 
back and a lot of really good play-
ers coming in either as transfers or 
freshmen. We have a lot of talent and 
hard workers. We expect to have a 
very successful and fun season.” 
     Leading the team are captains 
Gianna Chuffo (‘25) and Adrianna 
Summersett (‘25), who have been 

year. 
     Aldridge won a 3-1 victory over 
J.P. Stevens, and shared her hopes 
for the season: “I look forward to 
enhancing and building upon the 
skills of the new bowlers that joined, 
as well as winning another state sec-
tional championship as the captain of 
the team.”

ready for the season.”
     The leaders of the team shared 
their goals for the season along 
with coach Cleveland-Miller say-
ing: “The team is hoping to hold its 
own in the exceptionally strong Red 
Division of the GMC. All are return-
ing GMC All-Conference swim-
mers. I expect to return to the Meet 
of Champions with Individual event 
qualifier Samantha Villacis (‘26) and 
relay qualifiers, Villacis, Hall, and 
Gianna Socio (‘27).” The captains 
shared that their main goal this sea-
son is to “place in the top 3 in GMCs 
and make it to states”.
     With their hard work and dedica-
tion, the team is ready for their 2023-
2024 meet season to begin.

fort, they would not see the full po-
tential of what they could do without 
coaches and coordinators who work 
to their full extent to provide the 
best opportunities and best chances 
for them to succeed. Head coach 
and Vice Principal, Robert Turco, 
epitomizes this perfectly. Although 
these players are known for their 
overflowing talent, all credit goes 
to him for organizing this talent and 
utilizing it where it is necessary on 
the team. 
     The efforts of the individuals be-
hind the scenes are also important to 
note as a major role in this team’s 
past successes and its auspicious fu-
ture. From the rehabilitation team to 
even custodians who keep the court 
in tip-top shape, when all wheels are 
rolling, this team is unstoppable.
     The first official game was on 
December 14th against J.P. Stevens. 
The hard work and talent of these 
players were on full display through-
out the entirety of this game. And in 
the end the boys pulled out the win.  
They will continue their hard work 
throughout the entire season, no 
matter how daunting the upcoming 
schedule may seem. 
     Can these young men secure an-
other consecutive GMC title this sea-
son? Stay tuned to find out and you 
will see what these young men are 
truly capable of!

upcoming season. The boy’s wres-
tling coaches are Nicholas Tonzola 
(‘88), Vincent Gioffre, and Gabriel 
Roman. The girls wrestling team is 
also coached by Roman. 
     The team’s first match was on 
December 15th against Arthur L. 
Johnson High School. It was certain-
ly a memorable match. This year’s 

boys team has three returning state 
qualifiers: Jahir Aguilar (‘25), Ste-
ven Coghan (‘24), and Beniamino 
DiCocco (‘24). When asked about 
the upcoming season, DiCocco said: 
“I’m looking forward to the season. 
We have a bunch of great, talented 

working together to help improve 
and understand each other’s strengths 
and weaknesses. The team has been 
putting in a lot of time and effort into 
their practices. Chuffo  said: “I think 
that our practices started off a little 
shaky, but with the more practices 
we have we should be fine through-
out the season.” The team had their 
first scrimmage on December 4th. 
     This season the girls are looking 
forward to playing a lot of different 
teams. They had their first game on 
December 14th against North Bruns-
wick High School and their first 
home game against Old Bridge will 
be on December 21st. They faced 
off against Cherokee on December 
17th and will be playing against 
Ocean Township on February 3rd. 
Summersett shared that most of the 
teams they will be playing this year 
are teams that are definitely beat-
able. “I am excited for our out of 
league games, because those are re-
ally tough teams, like Cherokee and 
Ocean Township. I think that these 
will be good games to test our abili-
ties to play.”
     The team continues to set goals to 
achieve, as Chuffo says: “I think we 
are going to win our 5th GMC and 
grow as a group. Hopefully we will 
win our Non-public A bracket for 
States next year.” 

“I look forward to enhanc-
ing and building upon the 
skills of the new bowlers 
that joined, as well as win-
ning another state sec-
tional championship as the 
captain of the team.”

- Victoria Aldridge

     The boys team is led by Matthew 
Gluchowski (‘24), who’s been a 
member of the team since his sopho-
more year and Anthony Campora 
(‘24), who’s been a member of the 
team since his freshman year.
     All of these members are ready 
to have a lot of fun bowling their se-
nior year, and have big plans to lead 
their respective teams to victory this 
season.

“I’m looking forward to 
the season. We have a 
bunch of great, talented 
guys on the team that I 
believe can get us our 
first GMC title”.

- Beniamino DiCocco

     The team has a lot to prove this 
season, and is determined to be on 
top, and build off its success. 

guys on the team that I believe can 
get us our first GMC title”.
     The girls team includes return-
ing state qualifiers Saniyah Queen 
(‘25) and MaKayla Decker (‘25). 

The team is still looking to go far 
this season, despite losing quality se-
niors, as well as looking forward to 
earning its sixth consecutive division 
championship. 
     When asked about the girls’ sea-
son, Alessandra Socio (‘25) said: “I 
am excited for this upcoming season 
because there are a lot of new girls, 
who have all adapted and fit in very 
well on the team.” Coach Roman 
added: “I am excited to see how far 
our team will be able to go this sea-
son. We are looking to win a division 
title this year and for 5 of our athletes 
to qualify for the state tournament.”
     The very talented team has many 
newcomers. This program is a place 
where people who are experienced 
or novices are welcome. This gives 
everyone the opportunity to try the 
sport and see if it’s for them. All are 
looking forward to what this upcom-
ing season will bring. For now they 
are still working very hard at practice 
to prepare for their future matches!

“We are excited to compete 
in two divisions this competi-
tion season... We have a great 
lineup of local competitions 
and hope to see some Trojan 
fans in the stands!”

- Coach Caporrino
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What’s InsIde:What’s InsIde:
Holiday ContestHoliday Contest

P.2P.2

Villains to HeroesVillains to Heroes
P.3P.3

Winter RetreatWinter Retreat
P.4P.4

h o m e - m a d e  h o l i d a y  r e c i p e sh o m e - m a d e  h o l i d a y  r e c i p e s

“We go to my Aunt Gina’s house in Staten Island and see all of 
my great aunts and cousins. We have been doing this every year 
since my mom and her sisteer were kids in our family. Since we are 
italian, we have the Feast of the 7 Fishes and we get 7 types of 
fishes such as clams oreganata, clams casino, crab cakes, baccala 
fish, and more. We have a giant kids table and a giant adult table 
and my family likes to joke around about what fish they eat in 
order to make a perfect 7, all in one meal” 

- Madison Jackson ‘26

We play board games and watch Christmas 
movies after we decorate the tree together 
and hang the Christmas lights in the house. 
We order Chinese (it’s ususally the Satur-
day after Thanksgiving) and then have a big 
breakfast on Sunday because everyone slept 
home Saturday” 

- Ms. Allan

“We set up the house as if Santa and his rein-
deer had come.  As one of the older kids now, 
Christmas Eve dinner, and reuiniting with 
friends and family are my favorite traditions.” 

- Sophia Llaguno ‘24“

F a c u l t y  an d  s t u d e n t  w i n t e r  t r a d i t i o n sF a c u l t y  an d  s t u d e n t  w i n t e r  t r a d i t i o n s

Ingredients:
- 1 (15) oz can of 
pumpkin puree (not 
with spices)
- 5 cups of flour
- 1 oz of whiskey
- 4 tsps of active dry 
yeast
- 3/4 cup of orange 
juice
- 1/2 cup of sugar
- 3 tsps of grated or-
ange zest
- 3 eggs
- 1 tsp of salt
- oil for frying (veg-
etable or canola)

Directions:
- Dissolve the yeast in 
the orange juice & mix 
with the pumpkin in a 
bowl
-Add the eggs, whis-
key, sugar, salt & or-
ange zest & mix well 
with the mixer

- add the flour & 
knead until a soft 
dough forms 
- cover with a plas-
tic wrap & let it sit 
in a warm place for 2 
hours
- spoon out a large 
tbsp of dough into 
the oil and fry until 
brown, turning over 
as they fry
- place onto paper 
towels to absorb ex-
cess oil & coat with 
sugar and cinnamon

Ms. Byrne’s Hot 
Buttered Cider:

 Ingredients:
 - 1 gallon apple cider
 - 1 stick of unsalted 
butter
 - 1 tsp of ground 
cloves
 - 1 tsp of salt
 - 2 tbsp of cinnamon 
sugar
 - 2 tbsp of brown sug-
ar
 - 3 cinnamon sticks

Directions:
 - heat apple cider in a 
large pot over medium 
heat with cinnamon 
sticks
 - once it is steaming, 
add butter in a little 
at a time and stir until 
melted in
 - add in cloves, salt, 
cinnamon sugar, and 
brown sugar until 
thoroughly blended

Anna Martins’ ‘24 filhós:Mrs. Karabin’s sweet 
potato pie: 

- preheat oven 450 
degrees

Ingredients:
- graham cracker 
crust pie shell
- 2 cups of mashed 
sweet potato (5-6 
potatoes)
- 1 stick of butter
- 1 tbsp of flour
- 1 tsp of vanilla
- 1/2 tsp of cinnamon
- 1/2 tsp of nutmeg
- 1/2 of an 8oz cream 
cheese

Directions:
-sugar (measure with 
your heart)
- mix well and pour 
in pie shell
- lower oven temper-
ture to 350 degrees 
and bake for 35-40 
minutes
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